Mr. Jobn England's 2 
OE THE + q 
Pariſh oi SAERBORNTE „ Dorſet. I 


Sent to Mr. F. B. av the occaſion of 4 


joyning lumſelf in Communion with 
the Eltabliſh'd Church. 
[With a REPLY to 8 of the PREFACE | 


Written in Vindication of that LET TER, 
as concerns the Aforeſaid ANS W ER, 1 


— — — — — |; 
By MES LACT Vicar of}. } 
| SHERBORMNE. 9 


F LONDON, f 
Printed for Jh Miller Bookſeller at | 


Sherborne iin Dorſ4t, and Sold by Jou, 
Taylor at the Ship in St. Paul's Church: 


Tard. 1704. 'þ \ | 


. 
8 


— 


* 4 


. ; : 1 
F — — — III 3 3 1 
75 7 4 


= | 


f 


His leaving the Mecting-Houſe, ande 


mm.. 


— 


1 = 
* = I 
* * 1 
= : 
A. 
| * — 
5 . 
- 
% * 
* = 9 * * 
* 
* ” «< 
- » £ 4 „ * 
* 
* k * 


* * A 
« 
— *, #* * -_ , 
„ * 2 * 
* * 


& . SY 
— * Fo *. \ 
A „ ENG 
0 . — 2 * 
/ — £ ＋ 8 * — 
* muy ones, A =} 3 % wt 4 
j ST N * 
FA % . — ——= ab 4 j 


. , - . i : o . £ F" : 8 
2 f * o 1 a > s 
| Fa : 
T H E An 
: k s = 9 5. TSTTIONS 
- 


l 4 4 * 
; . , \ VS = 
; - % 
1 : OY 
. : : TS 
P R E E A C 8 | 
- 
. « " * 5 P . 1 % 
; % . : 1 L * \ 
% D 7 2 
% + EX 


R 


Courteous Reader, 


HE Letter I have nom Printed, mas 
written at the Requeſt, as well as in 
the Name of the Perſon who ſubſcribd it. And: 
truly, ſince, of his own choice, he had joyn d 
in Communion with the Pariſh Church, aud 
committed himſelf to my care, I thought it my 
Duty to do what I cou d to Confirm him in 
7 55 | 


When ] had ſent it to Mr. E, and ſuf- 

fer'd two or three Copies to be taken, for the 
ſatisfaction of ſome of my own Pariſhioners, 
I was in good hopes that both his Letter, and 
my Anſwer, wou'd ſoon have been forgotten, 
Aud all things huſh'd into ſilence. But Mr. E 
cond not be ſo quieted; and therefore to the 
Preſs he flies, and Prints his Letter, together 
with a Pretace in Vinaication of it: à piece, 
which, by reaſon of the many miſtakes in it, 
may juſtly beſpeak the ſame Author. 
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ä Ihe f RE FA C E. 
Que gend have thought that this Gentle- 


R er ere 


man had been already ſurfeited with the Preſs: 


Or, if he were reſolv'd to paſs for an Au- 
thor indeed, that he ſhowd have pitch'd upon 
another Theme. No body elſe ow'd him ſo much 
III- will, -A to Print his Letter. But ſome 
erſoksin all Mes ill qave a Name tho the 
2, % booming: and ditturb burh 
e. 
Shou d all the Nonconformiſt Teachers 27 


England - follow the Example of this Gentle- 


man, &0z every ſuch occaſion, we ſbau d hade 
4 very troubl'd Nation, aud a greater Fer- 
ment among us, than for many Tears laſt 
pa. I knew no Provecation he had to this, 
and am ſure he can't ſay he was engag d to 
ſuch-u Courſe by way of Reprifal. ?Tis ſtrange 
that thoſe Men, who plead ſo much for Tole- 
ration and Liberty of Conſcience, ſhou'd not 
altow per ſous the Liberty of going to Church, 
and ſeruing God according to their Conſciences 
in the Eltabliſh'd Communion. + 

I, for "my part, had no deſen to Print the 
Anſwer. "Twas adrany up haitily, and not 
correct enough to venture far from Home. 
Neither do I think any thine of mine worthy 
of Publick viem, eſpecially on a ſubject of Con- 
troverſie, where the Argument has been already 


fo exhauſted by the Ablett Pens, that ſcarce any 
thing new can be added, but a ne- Dreſs, 
or à ditferent way of handling things. Were 
"7. \ . : | 7 : ; 


= 


my Abilities as great as I cou'd wiſh, I had 
rather write one plain practical Sheet, that 
might be of good uſe to any poor Ignorant 
perſon, than a whole Volume accurately in 4 
Controverſial way. But let our inclinations 
tend which way they will, it no may becomes 
us to lye open to Acts of Holtility, and not 
exdeavour to guard our ſelves from them; or 


ſuffer others to 'caſt Reproaches upon the beſt 


Conſtituted Church, and not do what we can 
to defend it. 6 Rv 

Aud becauſe I am Senſible, there are many 
Faults both in the Anſwer and Reply, aud 
would have none blamd but my felt ; I think 
fit to tell thee, that neither of them was drawn 
up by 4 Club, as the Prefacer ſeems to appre- 
hend of the Former. I conſulted Mr. i B. 
ia ſome things, and had his Approbation in 


every thing (as I ought, writing for him,) 1 


0 other Perſon had any hand in it. 

T have endeavour'd to be plain and intelli- 
gible, for the uſe of meaner Perſons. And 
tho) it were ealle 10 enlarge in the Reply, 


yet I mas willing to draw it in ſuch a narrow 


compaſs, that they might not want Money to 


par chaſe, or Time to read it. In compliance 


with theſe alſo, I have put into the Mother 
Tongue, what little I have quoted out of the 
Fathers, or Reform'd Divines abroad; and 
here and there have made uſe of the words of 


lome of our own Doctors, without quoting. 


them; 


— " 4 Pa 
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The PREFACE. 
them; which, otherwiſe, wow?d have interrupt- 
ed the threed of my Diſcourſe, and have taten 
up more Room. | 

I have nothing more to ſay, but that as T 
was, much againſt my will, engagd in this 

Controverſie: So I will trouble thee no more 
in it, unleſs Mr. E. himſelf thinks fit to Re- 
ply, and puts his Name to it. My Contro- 
verſie is only with him, to ſecure one of m 
Flock. And therefore, whatever may be 4 
liſb'd without a Name, or with any other 


than his, ſhall (to «ſe his own words) be look*d 
on by me, as non- ſcriptum. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Here is lately publiſh'd, A Dialogue 

between Phzalethes and Philotimus, 

occaſioned by a Letter from J. E. to F. B. 


in two parts, Price Stitch'd 6 4. 
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An Anſwer, &c. 


SIX 

Receiv d your Letter; and preſuming you expect ir 
ſnou d be anſwer d, either by my returning to your 
ſeparate Congregation, or elle by letting you know the 
" Reaſons, why I cou'd not be fo concluded by your 
Arguments, I have choſen the Latter of theſe, And be- 
cauſe I propoſe ro confine my ſelf within the compaſs of 
a Sheer or zwo, I muſt paſs by ſome things in your Letter, 
that are nothing to the Controverſie between us and yon, and 
reſolve to be as ſhort as poſſible in conſidering the reſt, touch. 
ing only the heads of things, and leaving the improvement 
to your-ſelf, Now your Letter conſiſts of theſe four parts. 


— 


I. A Principle to proceed on, 
II. Some Objections rais d from thence. 


III. Two other Objections againſt our Communion, 
IV. Your miſtaken, and uncharitable Reflections. 


I. A Principle to proceed on: which (if I am able to 
apprehend) is this, vi. That we have many things, in 
our way of Worſhip, not conſonant to the Holy Scriptures ;._ 
and which you are therefore pleas d to call Mill. worſhip. 

In Anſwer to this, I muſt tell you, that no ci in 
the World has a greater regard for the Holy Scriptures, 
than the Eftabliſh'd Church of England. They are eſteem'd 
by us, as a Perfect and ſufficient Rule, for all the Funda- 
mental Truths, and Subſtantial Duries of our Religion : And 


that is a Point we have ſtrenronſly maintain d againſt the 


Papiſts, But when this Rule, that is ſuited only to things 
neceſſary, is as confidently applied to things acceſſary and 
circumſtantial, it lays in the minds of Men impregnable 
Principles of Scruples and Folly, 4 

| | : " 9 


To fer this matter cherefore in as true a light as 1 
y our Objectious rais d from thence, I ſhall endeavour ro 
aintain the! zHree Propoſitions. 


. Thar, all Cirtumſtinices, relating to the #Worſip 
and Service of God, are not pattictilarly determin d in 
the Holy Seriptures. 33 
2. That the Governours of the Church have the Pow- 
er to determine thoſe matters, * 
2. Thar the People are bound to obey them in fue / 
their determinations. 2 1 


I. Thar all circranſtances, relating to the Morſpip 
and Service of God, are not particularly determin d in 
the Holy Scriptures. If they be, there muſt then be pro- 
due d ſome clear and diftin# Precept, perpetually Obliga- 
tory to the Church of God, requiring our obſervance of 


* 
= 


Mr. Hooker obſerves) no way, in this Caſe, to prove the 
greed. of God, ſave only by producing that Evidence, where- 
with he has done it. But if there be no ſuch thing appa- 
tent upon Record, you do (in the words of the lame great Man) 
as if one ſhou'd demand a Legacy by force of ſome written 
Teſtament, wherein there being no ſuch thing ſpecifi d, he 
pleads that there it muſt be, and brings Arguments from 
the love of the Teſtator, imagining that theſe Proofs will 
. convict a Teſtament to have that in it, which other Men. can 
no where, by reading, find. — 1 11 5 
And yer, no Norſhip can be perform'd without theſe 
Ciroumſtances, and a due Method in theſe is neceſſary to 
maintain the Order and Decency that becomes Divine things. 
l Were private Perſons left at liberty to do what they think 
Ft in theſe matters, 'rwou'd breed nothing but confuſion: 
and ſuch a liberty was never allow'd by any conſtituted 
| Church in the World. | EE : 
Lou your-ſelves own, that the Time and Place of Reli- 
| Sour Aſſemblies may be preſcribd. And if thele neceſſa- 
#y/Circumftances may be thus derermind, tho they be not 


what particular Geſtures and Habits ſhall be there us d. _ 
* theſe 


can (becauſe upon this hinge turns all the Argument of 


fuch or ſuch Circumſtances: there being (as the Fudzcious 


1 
| commanded by God: then it will be as lawful ro preſcribe 


[9] 
thieſe things are of rhe ſame nature, Circumſtances as Ne- 
ceſſary as Time and Place. And if we have any reſpect to the 
Decent and Reverent performance of the Service of God; 
they may be as neceſſary to be determin d. 


2. Having gone thus far, I will, in the next place, ſhew 
you, that the Governours of the Church have the Power to 
determine what Circumſtances or Ceremonies ſhall be us'd 
in the Morſhip or Service of God. This is agreeable to that 
Apoſtolical Canon, Let all things be done decently and in or- 
der. And there's no Chriſtian Church, but what makes Laws in 
matters of Circumſtance, and compels both Miniſters and 
People to obey them. | 5 
The Fews were more ſtrictly limited in Rituals than 
We are: and yet their Magiſtrates took the liberty, upon 
oOccaſion, to order ſome Ceremonies and Circumſtantial 
Actions; for the doing whereof, it does not appear, that 
they had any Command from God. Thus Solomon inſti- 
tuted a Feaſt of ſeven days for the Dedication of the Altar. 
And Hezekiah continued the Feaſt of unleaven d bread ſe- 
ven days longer than the time appointed by the Law. 
Fo the Altar of Witneſs was built, withour the Divine 
Command, by the w. Tribes and half, when they went 
2 over Jordan to their own poſſeſſions. And Fudas and the 


2 Maceabees ordain'd the Feaſt of the Dedication of the 


Altar, to be kept from year to year at a ſet ſeaſon for 
1 eight days together; Which Solemnity continued even in 
* the days of Chriſt, and, by his preſence ar it, ſeems 
to have been approv'd of by him in the Go/pe/. Now 
if Magiſtrates had ſuch a Power under the Law, why 
; fhoud they be diveſted of it in the times of rhe Goſpel 2 

In matters that are meerly Ritual, rhe ſtare of Man- 
kind, in different C/imates and Ages, is apt to vary. 
And therefore theſe Ceremonies are to be determin d by 
the Reſpettive Governours of every Chureh, ſo as they 
may beſt tend to the Peace, the Union, the Order, and Edi- 
fication of the Body, or Soctety of Chriſtians ſubject ro them. 


3. When they are detefmind, we muſt conform 
our ſelves ro them. For Obedience to /awfu! Authority 
in things honeſt and awful, is a Duty, which God, in 

5 | | B . 
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actions, which are no where Jetermin'd by God, may and 


[ 10 ] 


his Holy Mord, requires of us. Nor can we aſſign 2% 
other bounds to our Submiſſion in this caſe, . than thoſe 
that the Goſpel has limited. We muſt obey God, rather 


than Man ; and we muſt, in the firſt place, render 


unto God the things that are Gods, before we give to Ceſar 
the things that are Cæſar s. | 


So that if the Governours of our Church have Power to make 


Rules antl Laws in ſuch matters, they muſt be obey d, unleſs 


they break in upon the Laws of God and the Goſpel. A mean 
cannot be put here. Either they have no Power at all, or 
they have a Power, that muſt go to every thing 
*The Biſbop that is not forbidden by any Law of God. This 
of Sarum. is the only meaſure that can be given in 
this matter. l 
Now, I defire any Man to ſhew me what Ceremony, 
or C:reumſtance of our Worſhip is forbidden in the Mord f 
God, and tro point me out the place: or elſe (as is in- 


e) where do we make that which is not the Word of 4 


God, of equal Authority with it, teaching for Do&rines the 


Commandments of Men? where do we add to the Mord of 
God, either by appointing ſome what elſe inſtead of what 
God has appointed, or giving the ſame efficacy to bumane 
Inſtitutions, as God does to his 2 Our Church; in her Ser- 
vice-Book, makes known to all rhe world, that ſþe deteſts 
the Superſtition of the Remiſh Ceremonies, by condemning 
their Superſtitious Opinions; Firſt, in making them Neceſſa- 
7y parts of God s Worſhip: Secondly, in aſcribing an efficaci- 

ous Sanctity to them: Thirdly, by arrogating a Meritorious | 
condignity from them to themſelves. We declare them al- 


terable by Authority, make them no eſſential parts of God's 
Morſhip, and therefore not Mill. worſhip. 


To inſtitute any new kind or ſpecies of Worſhip, is cer 
rainly anlawfu!; as to make anv new Object of worſhip, | 
wherher it be a vie Repreſentation, ſuch as a Picture, 
and Image; or Inviſible Beings, as Angels and deify d men; 
a numerous Company of whom are worſhipp'd in the Church 
F Rome or any new Acts of Norſhip, ſuch as frequent 
Maſbings, Purgations, Sacrifices, Pilgrimages, &C, 'F 

Bur the Circumſtances, and Ceremonies of Religiom | 


muſt * 


[ 12 2 


muſt be determin d by the Prudence of our Governours, 
y without the Jeaſ# ſuſpicion of Mill. worſpip. becauſe 
©. they neither are, nor are deſign d for 4&s of Ha- 
© BN A; nd "06.597 bak, - 


x So far are we then from admitting this Charge of adi 
ir to the Nord of God, that we may return it upon your-/elves, 

and bring you in Criminal upon it. For they, who forbid 
What the Goſpel forbids not, do as much add to it, as 
ls they that command what the Goipel does not command. 
N And if it be a Crime to command What that commands nor, 


tit muſt be ſo to forbid what it forbjds nor, And. this is 
Ss What they are guilty of, who hold that nothing is to bs 
is us d in the Fyrſbip and Service of God, but what is pre- 
n ſcrib'd by him in lis Mord. For if that be not a Scripture 

2 Propoſition and Truth (as certainly ir is not) then what 
„ an Addition is this? A greater ſurely than what they 
charge upon vs. For all that is commanded among us, is 
lock d upon, not as neceſſary, but as Expedient. 
'- :} Bur vrhat is forbidden by them, is forbidden as Lond. Caſes. 
F . | abſolutely unlawful. The latter of which alters 


| 1 . 


' y The Nature, whereas the other only affects the Circumſt ances 
of # of things, £ rh”? 
1 I have now done with the main Principle, and Fuun- 


& dation of your Letter; Which being bur 3 laid, rhe r 

| frufture may ſoon be taken down, I might have ſaid, 
ts wou d fall of it ſelf. However, becauſe you may, per- 
B | haps, think better of your Reaſoning than other People, I 


ſhall rerurn an Anſwer to. 

1 „ | 

1 1. You ask me what I think of bowing at the Name of 
4 Feſus, and turning to the Eaſt 940]. b ag 
E As for that of bowing at the Name of Feſus, I think it 


may be innocently usd, tho that Text in rhe Philipprans 
be nor brought ro Countenance it. For bowing at; the 


3 Name of Feſus, is no more than going to Church at the To 
£ of a Bell; the Worſhip being nor given to the Name, bur 
I to the Bleſſed Feſus, at the Sound of his Name; WE 


reſtifying (as the Canon of our Church declares) by this 
outward Ceremony and Geſture, our inward humility,Chrz- 
ſtian reſolution, and due acknowledgment, that the Lord 
HFeſus Chriſt, the true and Eternal Son of God, is the only 
Y rel | | * B 2 Saviour 


* * — 


e 


1 12 ] 

Saviour of the World, in whom alone all the Mercies, Gra- 
ces, and Promiſes of God to Man-kind for this Life, and 
the Life to come, are fully and wholly compriz d. ö 

And we do this at the Name of Jeſus, rather than at the 
Name of Chriſt, becauſe it is his Proper Name, and calls to 
our Minds, all the benefits of his Saving and Redeeming 
Grace. The Name of Chriſt, rather ſignifies his Unction to 
his Office, than the Bleſings which accrue to us by the 
Execution of it. 1 2 


As for that Cuſtom of turning to the Eaſt, it begun very 


early; and, as Dr. Cave tells us, was ſo univerſally Com- 
mon in the Primitive Times, that there's ſcarce any Ancient 
Ecclefiaſtical Writer, bur ſpeaks of it. And this (TI conceive) 
they did, as among other Reaſons, ſo particularly for 
theſe two. Rf x | 


Firſt, becauſe our Saviour, in whole Name we Chriſt:- 
ans do worſhip the Father, is calld the Eaſt : and the 
whole work of our Creation and Redemprion was perform'd 
in the Eaſt. EL, 


** Secondly, Becauſe the Sacred Altar, or Holy Table, where- 


on Chriſt's Body and Blood is folemnly conſecrated, and ar 
which we Ear the Bread of Life, and drink the Cup of E- 
ternal Salvation, is {tall plac'd #here. | | 


Nor can we be ſaid to be guilty of Idolatry in bowing to- 
wards the Altar, either in our coming in, or going out of 
the Church. For the Altar is not the Object of our Wor- 
ſhip, bur we worſhip God himſelf towards the Altar, as the 
Hraelites, in the Wilderneſs, worſhipp'd God towards the 
Cloud; and afterwards look't towards the Ark of the Cos 
venant, or Mercy-Seat, both in the Tabernacle and the 
Temple. Certainly thoſe among you, thar, in rheir Prayers 
lift their Eyes towards Heaven, or the Roof of your Meet- 
ing Hoyſe, or ſtand with their Hats before their Faces, may 
with as much Reaſon be ſaid ro worſhip the Skze, the Roof, 
or their Hate, as wWe to worſhip the Altar, becauſe we 
worſhip God with our Faces that way. But J need inſiſt 
n longer upon this, ſince the Church does not enjoyn it, 
bur only commends it to the practice of all good and well- 
affected People of . 


2. You 


7 
f 


Prayer of their Own. 


1 


2. Vou ask me what I think of being confin'd to 
Forms of Prayer 2 And here I muſt tell you, that I very 


much approve of the practice of the Church of England in 
this matter. The common Caſes and Neceſſities of Chriſti- 


ans are, for the main, always the ſame: and therefore 
may be more fully comprehended in a Form, than in Ex- 
tempore Prayer. And if any extraordinary occaſions hap- 
pen, our Miniſters are left at Liberty to expreſs them in a 
I own that there is ſtill a gift of Prayer, and that the 
Spirit helps our Infirmities. Bur the miraculous gift of 
Prayer, as it was in the Apoſtles days, is long ſince ceas d. 
And we may be {aid to pray by the Spirit, when our Minds 
are ſo guided and influenc'd by the Spirit, that our Hearts 
go along with the words that we expreſs, and ſo ſend u 


our Peritions to the Throne of Grace with devout and fi- 
table affections. | 


And thus = may better pray by = Spirit, in the words 
of a Form, than we can in joyning with any | 
one in his Extempore — * For when * The preſent 
we know beforehand the words that are to ean of Sarum. 
be us d, or may have them before our Eyes, our Soul is at per- 
feF leiſure to ſuit, and raiſe, and change her affections, ac- 
cording to the importance of every word. Whereas, while 


the Soul is held in ſuſpence about the meaning of a Sentence, 


ill ſuch a time as it be finiſh'd (as it mult happen in the 
way you contend for) ſhe is, in a great meaſure depriv'd 
of this Advantageous leiſure. And tho the Imagination be 
{ill kept buſie, yet the Affections can never follow but by 
ſtarts, and with diſorder. | 
The Chriſtian Religion cannot Thrive without a wel 
compos'd Liturgy. For by this means, Strangers may know 
the terms of our Communion, and to what they are to ſay 
Amen, if they joyn with us in Prayer. And I do not ſee, 
how we can bring over any to or Church, where we can⸗ 
not promiſe them that the Devotions there to be us d, 
ſhall be innocent, and ſuch as comply with the occaſions 
of Mankind. If they'll venture, they may: but they 
are not in a condition to judge, whether the change will 
be for the better. | 
Bu! 
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But whatſoever opinion you may have of extempore 
Prayer; is nor the Prayer of one Man, as much a Form 


fire to know, whether the haſty Expreſſions of any fingle 

Perſon be preferable to the mature Compoſitions of a ſet 

of Learn'd and Pious men, appointed for that pur- 
ole? 00 62) 1 0 N 

| After all; the generality of thoſe, who are ſo much a- 


gainſt Forms of Prayers, do themſelves, in effect, pray 


by a Form. The matter is uſually the ſame, only they 
ebange the phraſes, and invert the order of its ſeveral parts; 


ſometimes beginning with. a Confeſſion, other times with a 


Thanksgiving, &c. or if they truſt wholly to their own 
ſudden extempore effuſions, they mult needs fall into great 
indecencies and extravagancies, vain repetitions, and odd 
expreſſions, to ſay nothing worſe. They themſelves muſt 
be ſometimes ſenſible of this: 1 am ſure, the moſt intel g 
part of their Congregation is. WES 


3. You ask me, how I can conſenr wo have my Chil- 
dren croſs d in Baptiſm 2 And here alſo I muſt ſigniſie my 


approbarion of this Rite, which is certainly not only in- 


nocent, but decent, and ſignifies the Duty of the Bapeiʒ d, 
and is ro mind him of it. So ſays our Church — Ve fign 
him with the Sign of the Croſs, in token that hereafter he 
ſhall not be aſham d to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt Crucify'd, 


ec. We aſcribe no Sacramental Efficacy to it; for Baptiſm 


is declar d to be complete before: So that the Sign of the 
Croſs adds nothing to the Perfection of the Sacrament ; 
and being omitted, takes nothing from it. This therefore 
(ſays the late Biſhop of Morceſter) is no part of the Bap- 
tiſmal dedication. And the Miniſter acts in a double ca- 
pacity when he doth Baptiſe, and when he Signs with 
the Sign of the Cros: when be Bapti ges, he acts by Vir- 
tue of Authority derivd from Chri/*, ſaying, I Baptize 
thee in the name of the Father, &c. which being done, and 
the Child thereby ſolemnly dedicated to Gad in Baptiſm, 
he then ſpeaks in the name of the Church, varying the num- 
ber, We receive this Child into the Congregation of Chriſt's 
Flobky and do Sign him with the Sign of the Croſs, &i 8. e. 
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to all the Congregation, as that of our Church? And I de- 


9 „„ e 
. * e Ver 


* 19 Wye 


8 4 3 ER nn del 8 CG 
e noe ES: - e e by 


* 
4 wa . 
OI | 5 3 eln * TEENS Oe” PUTS = vi os 
2 eee NN ws > . e RR AT er Te SER 


_ £m . — r "ad =" — 
0 - D G 
„% ²˙ AA 5 


* 2 4 - 2+ 1 5 a I = 2. 
JII1J7777 % a Et Le ge 


Ear gt 24; 2 7 
oo $9 2s: 


* 


15 4 
We chriſtians, who are already members of Chriſts Flock, 
do receive Him into our number: and, in token of His 
being oblig d to perform the duty belonging to ſuch a one, 
do make uſe of this Sign of the Croſs, as a Solemn decla- 
ration of his admiſſion into the Church, and of his obligati- 
on to behave himſelf as it becomes a Chriſtian, „ 
There's no Character of Signature ſo univerſally known 
to be the Mark of a Chriſtian, as the Sign of the Croſs, 
which makes. St. Paul put the Croſs for Chriſtianity it ſelf; 
becauſe the belief of a Crucify'd Saviour is the proper Ar- 
ticle of ths Faith, diſtinguiſhing the Chriſtians from Fews, 
Turks, and all kinds of Religions in the World. * 
And truly, the ſeeing a Child /in d with the Cræſs, when 
he is Baptiq d, will ſtir up, in men of the dulleſt capacity, 
a remembrance of their Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt Feſus: 
and will likewiſe, in all their croſſes and afflict ions, put 
them in mind, that theſe things are no other than they did 
voluntarily promiſe to undergo, when they were made 
Chriſtians, Whatever Corruprions there are crepr into the 
Church of Rome in this matter, there are none of them a- 
mong us: And the leaving it wholly off for this reaſon 
cannot be without ſeme offence to many perſons, who rea 
how much it was uſed in the primitive Church. 


4. The next thing that diſpleaſes you, is the uſe of 
God-fathers and God-mothers in Baptiſm ; a Cuſtom very 
Ancient in the Chriſtian Church, For, when any Children 
were to be admitted into it by Baptiſm, they had always 
ſome ſelected Perſons to take care of them. And the Re- 
form'd Churches generally have, and do ftill allow the uſe 
of God-fathers and God-mothers, But, beſides the Authori- 
ty of Cuſtom, the benefit of this Relation is very great in 
ſundry reſpects. The Parents may die whilſt the Children 


are young ; and it will be no ſmall advantage to them, to 


have thoſe that will adviſe and admoniſh them, and check 
thoſe extravagancies, the briskneſs and gazety of their youth 


inclines them to. Or, if their Parents live, they may be 


negligent of their Education; or want ſome Perſons to 
quicken them in their Duty, and to /t and joyn with 
them in promoting the Spiritual good and welfare of their 

Children, 
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Children. To both theſe might be added, That this is a 
great Mean (if well manag'd) of knitting Neighbours ro- 
gether in new and Chriſtian bonds, by performing this good 
Office one for another, and concerning themſelves in, and 
for the good of each others Children. 3 = 

Nor ſhou d any Perſons object here the Parents being 
pur under no promiſe. For the uſe of God fathers and God- 
mothers is not deſign'd ro exclude the Care and Duty of 
Parents, but to confirm and add to it. Parents are, by the 
Laws of God and Nature, bound to take care of the Educa- 
tion of their Children, and to ſeek the good both of their 
Souls and Bodies. But becauſe (as was before obſerv d) 
the Parents may die, before their Children are grown up 
to years of underſtanding, or be negligent, the Church has 


thought fit to provide this further ſecurity for them. 


— 


And tho we bewail the little regard ſome Sponſors have 
to this ſerious part of their Office ; yer (without thinking 
this an Argument againſt the Church) there are others, fo 
ſenſible of their Obligations, that they omi? no opportunity 
of doing their duty: and ſuch will I take care to provide, 
i ever I have any other Occafion. 


5. The laſt of the Obje&ons, which has any relation ro 
the Principle (for the two other that remain, I conceive, 
have none, and are therefore better handled by themſelves) 
is chat of Kyceling at the Sacrament. Now Kneeling I look 
upen to be a very /uitable Geſture in receiving the Sacra- 
ment. For great are the Benefits, which are convey'd in 
this Ordinance to the worthy Receiver; ſuch as the Grace of 
God, and the Remiſſion of fins in the Blood of Chriſt. And 
if he, who receives ſome great Gift, or Pardon from his 
Prince, does fitly receive it Kneeling ; why ſhall we quar- 
rel at the humble Geſture of Him, who comes into the 
more immediate preſence of the King of Kings, to beg Re- 
miſſion of paſt ſins, and Grace for a future Amendment? 
Bur here you object thele three things againſt it. 

* Firſt, the Practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. | 
© Secondly, Its unſuitableneſs to the nature of a Feaſt, 
Third, Its coming in by the Doctrine of Tran(wbſtan- 


Marion, 
Firſt | 
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Firſt, You object the Practice of Chriſt, and his Apo- 
files. To this I anſwer, That there is no certainty concern- 
ing the Geſture us d by Chriſt and his ApoPles at the Lord's 
Supper, whether it was that of hing, or leaning down, as 
at the Paſſover (for then it was St. John lean d on Feſuss 
Breaſt) or that of ſtanding. But admit, that it is as certain, 
as it is probable, that it was the leaning poſture; yet ir could 
not be of force to conclude ours, unleſs there were ſome 


q Command to oblige us to follow it, or {ome cogent Rea- 
2 ſon, in the Practice ir ſelf, ro ſhew the Neceſſity there- 


of. . ; 
Example, confider'd in it ſelf, is no Rule of human acti- 


ont. And as for that of Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the Cele- 
2 bration of the Sacrament, you, who inſiſt upon it in the 
7 Poſture of Receiving, do yet depart from it in other Cir- 
cumſtances, that are more certain. You don't think your 
ſelves oblig'd to receive ir, either in the Evening, or in an 
upper Room, or in Unleaven d Bread; all which Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles muſt be acknowledg'd ro have done in that 
* Supper. 


The Poſture, wherein it was firſt receiv d, was no part 


of the Inſtitution. So that the Inſtitution is not broken, 
when the Poſture is alter d. It is only the thing which is 
appointed. Bur as for the Poſture, the Time, or the Place, 
or the Company, they are lietle matters, that are anwortihy 
of a particular appointment, and are left ar Liberty to be 
ordered, as Mens diſcretion ſhall judge moſt convenient. 


They therefore, who knee! at the Sacrament in compliance 
with the Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of the Church, whereof 
they are Members, do manifeſtly follow the Example of 
Chrift : For the Scriptures tell us, that he obſervd That 
Paſſover-geſture, which was uiually rcceivd among the 
Fews, tho it was different from the Geſture at its firſe 
Inſtitution, 


Secondly, "Tis object ed, that Kneeling is no Table: geſture, 
and unſuitable to the nature of a Feaſt, But ſurely, as the 
Lord's Supper is no common Feaſt, ſo it is not to be guided 


by the Rules of common Table-fellowſhip, but by wore reli- 
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gion Conſiderations. Lo have the Head cover'd, is an 


ordinary Poſture at other Tables; but will you therefore aſ- 
ſert, that men ought to have their Hats on at the Holy Com- 


 munion? | 


This is 2 Heaven) Banquet, wherein we receive the 


great Benefits, no leſs than our Saviour Chriſt's bleſſed 


Body and Blood, i. e. thole Benefits which his meritorious 
Death procured for us. It is a Fegſt, whereat we confirm 


the new Covenant, and ſolemnly give thanks and praiſe to 


Chriſt, and pour our many Prayers and Promiſes to our 
Heaven) Lord. And when we are exerciſing Repentance, 


and uttering Praiſe, and making ſolemn Prayers and Obla- 


tions; it is not improper to uſe ſuch Geſtures, as beſt become 
Devotion. Were we left at ow own liberty, we ſhou'd 
be apt to fall low on our knees before his foot. ſtool. 


Thirdly, Tis objected, That this Geſture of Kneeling came 
in by the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, &c. This, Sir, 
is a thing more eafily ſaid than 3 Tranſubſtantiation 
is bur a novel Doctrine. The Servants of Chrift did for 
many Ages before, receive this Hoh Sacrament in a poſture 
of Adoration ; which was either ſtanding or kneeling. Ho- 
norius did firſt indeed decree Adoration to the Heſ?, but 
not kpeeling at it. For that is a Poſture no where enjoind 
in the Church of Rome; and ſome of them lay it is not 


much material in what Geſture their Adoration be perform d. 


All adore, nor at the Receiving, but at the Elevation of the 
Hoſt. But tho the Papiſts be very faulty and ineæcilſable 


in this matter; yet how comes this ro involve 25 in their 
_ Our Church has, in the Rubrick after Communion, 


eclard againſt any Adoration, either of the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine, or of any pretended Corporal preſence of 


Chriſt's natural! Fleſh and Blood therein. And kneeling is 
there ſaid ro be for a fignification of our humble and 
grateful acknowledgment of the Benefits of Chriſt there- 
in given to all worthy Receivers. And ſurely, we cannor 
be ſaid. ro harden the Papiſts in their Idolatrous worſhip, 


when we do, in ſuch expreſs terms, proteſt our abhorrence 


of it. 8 
No abuſe of any thing renders it ſimply evi! and un- 


lawful to be us d in the worſhip of God, upon that account. 


* :. - r Q * * 
my 8 =? n 
o 2 i OT 


3.5 
3 
5 8 
8 
p 
3s 
* 
1 


o +1 
<Y 


414 w 


tudes () 


1. WW. ww.» N05 


1 * i 2 I =p Xs N 4 
e x 9 n 5 * s — * } 
5 32% ² V0 SR ES pop S 3 
FFF I oe in 0 Ce RTE 


Ct] 


If ſo, then we muſt not uſe the Bells, Fonts, Pews, and 


Desks of our Churches, all which were charm'd by Popiſh 
Prayers in a Superſtitious manner. And yer the late Refor- 
mers, when they were gotren into the Churches, did not 
think it reaſonable that they ſhould be diſus'd upon that 
account. a 1 | 

The Reaſon which the Scripture renders, why Hezekzah 
brake the brazex Serpent, is, becauſe, even unto the days 
the Children of Iſrael burnt incenſe to it, as it is in the verſe 
cited by you. Let it therefore be provd, that, even in 
theſe days, we uſe this Geſture of Kneeling to Superſtition 
and Idolatry, and I doubt not but our Magiſtrates will be 
ready to aboliſh xt. . 

Thus I have anſwer'd the five Objections rais d from your 
Principle. I come now, | 


III. In the hid place, to two other Objections againſt 
our Communion, propos d alſo by way of Queſtion. 


1. Firſt then, You ask me, how I can communicate in 


the Lord's Supper with prophane Swearers, Sabbath=breakers, 


Drunkards, *&c. as, you ſay, I muſt needs ſometimes do 
where I now go? Bur are you ſure that ſuch do communi- 
cate with us? Or, if they have been ſuch, how can you 
tell, but that they may have repented of their fins ? And 


every Penitent Man, who is fully relolv'd to leave all his 


fins, is really worthy to receive rhe Sacrament. This is a 
going to the Fountain of Holineſs : It may be a Means of 
obtaining the Divine Grace, and a great help to him in his 
new undertak ing. 

Our Church gives no Encouragement to Impenztent Per- 
ſons to approach the Holy Altar, as may be ſeen in the Ru- 
brick, in the Canons, and in the Exhortation before the 
Communion. Yea, ſhe vehemently difſwades them from 
coming, whilſt /zch. And if any are really ſcandaliz'd 
by the Company of ſuch, as are notoriouſly wicked, that 
offence may be remov'd : and upon complaint made againſt 
them in the Congregation, the Miniſter may deny them the 
Sacrament. So that Our Church takes ſome care in this 
matter, tho' you ſeem to be Ignorant of it. But if, nor- 


« withſtanding this, unworthy Perſons are ſometimes admitted, 


C 2 their 
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their unworthineſs will not hinder our Acceptance, nor 
* ought to deter us from doing our Saviour and our own Souls 
this Service. We do but ow Duty: and it is our 
Right to receive. Bur if any Perſon comes without due 
preparation, he ſhall bear his own burden, eat and drink 
Judgment to himſelf. ; 


' 3 


*Tis generally thought, that the wicked Traytor Fudas did 
partake of the Holy _ ir was firſt inſtituted by 
our Lord. Great abuſes crept into the Celebration of this 
Feaſt among the Corinthians. And yet the Apoſtle never 
ſo much as inſinuates that the Reſt of the Body ſhou'd ſepa- 
rate themſel ves, and for/ake the Communion of that Church 
where theſe ſcandalous enormities were committed. Every 
Man is charg d to examine himſe!f and not another, before 
he 2 8 to eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. 
And if men wou'd {pend /efs time in prying into the vices 
of others, and more in learching their own Hearts and Con- 
ſciences, and finding out every wicked thing, in order to 
their amendment, there wou'd be more worthy Communicants 
than now there are. | | 3 

I have read 1 Cor. 5. 1x. and do find that you are as 
much out in applying that Text, as many others, The A- 
poſtle, in choſe words, gives not the /eaſ# countenance to 
Private mens withdrawing from the Churches Communion, 
tho wicked Perſons ſtill continued in it: but he exhorts 
them to forbear all fami/iar Converſation with ſuch, not to 
contract any intimacy with them, leſt they be induc'd to 
1mitate them in their evi practices. EP | 

And indeed, (as a Learn Father of our Church obſerves) 
there are many Reaſons to break off Private Fami liaty 
which will not hold, as to Publick Cummunion. For our 
Communion in Publick is a thing, which chiefly reſpects 
God; and a neceſſary Duty of his own appointing, the be- 
nefit whereot depends upon his Promiſes, and all the Com- 
municu we have with other men there, is only joyning to- 
gether for the performance of a Common Religious Duty. 
But private Familiarity is a thing, which reſpects the Per- 
ions we convęrſe with, and a thing of meer choice, and 
hardly : be imagir ed without Approbation at leaſt, if nor 
Inutation of the:r wickedneſs. Ard therefore to argue from 
ie one to the other is very unreaſonable, EE 
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He that ſays the People may not Communicate with wick- 
ed perſons, falls into the Errour of the Donatiſts, which 
St. Auguſtine and others have infinitely confuted. And 
Mr. Vines, a late Non-conformiſt, in his Treatiſe of the Sa- 
crament, ſays, That the ſeparation of the Godly from God's 
Ordinances, becauſe of the corrupt lives of ſome in the Church, 
is 10 where by any Syllable of Scripture allow'd or countenanc'd, 
being contrary to the Example, or not warranted by the Com: 
mand of Chriſt and his Apoſtles : and it is a vain pretending 


to a Holineſs, above their Rule or Example. 


2. Next, you ask me, Whether J find berter means of 
Ediſication, and growing in Knowledge and Grace, ' where 
Iam? To this it may be anſwer d, vz. I believe we have 
better means of Edification in the Communion of the Church 
of England, than in ſeparate Meetings. Our publick Pray- 
ers are every way fitted for Edification. And, if we 
come with an awf ſenſe of God in our Minds, with ſeri- 
ous and good purpoles, and devout affections ; we need 
no better helps to expreſs them, than the Churches Service. 
For therein (as "tis obſery'd) are ſornd, ſuitable, and well- 


compos'd Prayers, which extend to all Neceſſities, begging 


all needful Graces, and praying particularly both againſt 


Sins and Calamires, requeſting outward Bleſſings, and groin 
thanks for the Receipr of Mercies, and interceding for al 


ſtates and conditions of Perſons, and ſuited to the great Pe- 


riods of life. In all which, they pitch upon the moſt per- 
tinent and proper things, and expreſs them in grade, plain, | 
and ignificant Language, and are intermixt with Reſpon/es ta 
fix attention, and to call back wandring thoughts ; and are 
parcell'd into Collects to give breath, and not weary us out 
with an mn-interrupted continuance of intenſe AﬀeCtions. 
So that if we briag with us a Heart to defire theſe things, 
here we have prayers to ſuggeſt, and expreſs our deſire of 
them: yea ſuch as, whilſt they do expre/s, are greatly fitted 


to increaſe them. 


Thus are our Prayers fitted for Edification. And this, 
great Numbers of truly Picus, and Deveur Souls have 
found, and from their own experience can t̃eſtify concerning 


: And 


them. 


. 


F 28: } 
And as for the buſineſs of Preaching, I think I may (with- 
our the cenſure of Partiality) ſay, that generally ſpeaking, 
we have better means of Edification in that reſpect allo. 
Our Preachers moſtly inſiſt upon thoſe Subjects that are moſt 
Uſeful. Here you ſhall have ſound Divinity, trengthof Ar- 
ment, and diftin&neſs of Method. Their Style is neither 
Har, nor Bombaſt, bur Smooth and Eaſie. And tho' perhaps 
in their delivery they change nor their Tones, and Poſtures 
as often, or as much as ſome others; yet they do it, when 
there's occaſion, with all reverence and ſuitable warmth 
and earneſtneſs. g 
That herein we excel to the Edifying of the Church, may 
be plainly made appear, by comparing the Sermons printed 
by Church-men with thoſe of the D:iſſenters. And ] doubt 
not but the Compariſon wou d hold of our fide, tho you 
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þ took in the Volume of Sermons, lately Printed, apon Man s 
i” finfulneſs, and miſery by Nature. f 
1 Bur ſuppoſe it true (which we ſhall by no means allow) 


* rharthe diſſenting Miniſters are the beſt Preachers; yet ſtill 
1 theres enough to with- hold Perſons from Separation upon 
this account, becauſe they are ro Edify and Build 2 the |} 


Church of God, as well as themſelves, and muſt not break 
the Public Unity and Peace t | 


o carry on their mn profiting 

5 in Private Graces. 1 | ES 
This prerence of better Edification will cauſe endleſs di- 
viſions in the Church ; and Men will not know where to 
ſertle. Ir ſuppoſes that every Man muſt judge: And ſo a 
great part of the World being Inorant and Vicious, Partial 
and Prejudic d, Faſſe and Inſincere to themſelves and others, 
they may run from the Church ro the Meeting, from Preſ- 
byterian to Independent, from Independent to Anabaptiſt, or 
Quaker. If this be made a Rule, tho they be under a Learn d 
and Faithful Paſtor, yer upon another Man's coming into the 
Country, that is more Eminent, they may forſake their Paſtor 
and joyn to the other. And, if after this, ſtill a more Emi- 
nent Man comes, they may leave the Former, and joyn to 
him, and never ſtop, till they come to their Graves, to 
find out better Edification. What confuſion this wou'd 
breed in the Church, and how great diſcouragement 


18 be to Honeſt, Laborious Miniſters, Ileave you to 
judge. 5 


The 


The old Non-conformiſts wou'd, by no means, allow the 
prerence of better Edification to be a ſufficient Cauſe for 
Separation. And whoever confiders the Ignorance and In- 


ſtability of the Vulgar, will never think that they are as 


likely ro know what is better for Edification, as the Wiſdom 
of the whole Nation in Parliament, and the Governours of 
our Church do. | EE 

Beſides, Edification does nor fo much depend upon the 
Perſons Miniſtring, as upon God's Bleſſing. And tho' Paul 
may Plant, and Apollo may Water, it is God that gives the 
increaſe. And the Grace of God; who is the God of Peace 


and Order, may (I am ſure) be much more reaſonably ex- 


pected by thoſe that keep the Unity of the Church, than by 


ſuch as ſeparate themſelves, only to gratifie their itching 
Ears. 


Theſe are all the ObjeQ:ons, againſt the ' Communion of 
our Church, in your Letter, As for your pretty turn upon 
Schiſm, I think that better rankt with your miſtaken and un- 
charitable Reflections. And becauſe I don't find (notwith- 
ſtanding what you have ſaid) that there are any ſinful Terms 
in our Communion, I ſhall think my ſelf very ſafe where 
1 am. 1 | 


IV. To come then to your miſtaken and uncharitable 
Reflections. And theſe are againſt the Eſtabliſp'd Church 
in general, and my ſelf in Particular; tho ſomerimes you 


ſtrike with a double Edge, and endeayour to wound 
Both. | 


1. Firſt, T will take notice of thoſe, that chiefly reſpect 
the Eftabliſhd Church in General. And here you ask me, 
if it be the ſtrictneſs of your way, that makes me] decline it; 
and becauſe T might take more Liberty for the Fleſh, and 
live at large without Controul, that J go to the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church? as if this Church induig'd Men in the Practice of 
all manner of fin: and Piety and Strictneſs of life were on- 
ly enjoyn'd in your Communion. 

Next, you tell me of Prophane Swearers, Sabbath-break- 
ers, Drunkards, &c. with whom I muſt ſometimes commu- 
nicate, if I recetye the Sacrament where I am: and you 

intimate 
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intimate that there's no.care taken to keep ſuch off. Whiar 
care there is taken in this matter, has been already told 
you. And I am well aſſur d that ſuch Perſons rarely come 
to the Sacrament. Rather, where one comes td this Sacred 
Feaſt wirhour due Preparation, two or more ſtay away, who 
might, no doubt, be ręceiv'd as wel Gueſts. And Im 
affraid, that this laſt Extreme has been moſtly Occaſion'd 
by ſome of your Divines ſtretching the Duty of Preparati- 
on too far, and ſetting the pitch of Fitneſs /o high, that 
none bur Chriſtians of the firſ? Rank are able to reach 
it. 

Then, under the third Head of better Edification, you 
ſay, ſome obſerve, That no fooner Perſons begin to grom ſeri- 
ous, and to mind Religien in earneſt under the Eſftabliſh'd - 
Miniſt „ but very ord: tnarily they come over £0 you An Ob- 
ſervation ſurely of louie Prod Phariſces, who truſted in 
themſelves, that they were Rzz5teous, and fo deſpis d others. 
* And it is as much as 70 ay; char we have ſcarce ary perions 
that are Serious, Or do mind Religion in carneſt, among us: 
and that aſſoon as Men begin to have any ſenſe ot Religion, 
they go over to yo. 

Tneſe, Sir, are / ard Cenſures, and hend Charges, much 
like thoſe of Hasen Celſus againſt the Chriſtian Religion 
in General. 

Tis true, that cr has fore-inſtructed us by many Pa- 
rables, hat there 'wou's be, in his Church, a mixture of 
Good and Bad Men; comparing it to a Field, wherein N Heat 
and Tares grow up together : To a Net, wherein are Fiſhes of 
all Sorts, &c. And I doubt not bur there are a great many 
#/ Perions among us, as there are in all Communions. Bur 
why ſhou'd this be charg'd upon the Church > And why 
ſhou'd it therefore be - thought Neceſſary ro depart 
from it d 

Men of no Religion will many times profeſs themſelves 
of the Eftablifh'd Communion, Which fide ſoever be upper- 
moſe. And I doubt not but the Prophaneneſs of this Age is, 
in a great meaſure, owing to the furious and ungodly Zeal 
ol the late Troublers of our Iſraeli. For ſome Men, obſerving 
ſo many Villanies practis'd, and lo much Miſchief done 
under a Clo of Religion, ie it beſt to make no pre- 

tenſions 


F r 
tenſions to it. And ſo fell into all manner of Looſeneſs and 
Extravagance. A 
However, be it as it will; why ſhon'd the Faults of 
theſe Perſons be charg'd on the whole Communion? We 
have no Do#rines, or Conſtitutions in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
which comply with wickedneſs and debauchery, or that are 
Hbindrances to Holinaſs of Life, and true Devotion in Reli- 
gion. Here's no Purgatory to keep us from Hell, no Par- 
don to be bought, no Indulgences to be purchas d, no ex- 
punging any one Commandment out of the Decalogue, or 
contriving Arts and Devices to make void the reſt. We 
don't excuſe our ſins by pretending all our Actions are 
under a Fatal Decree, = come neceſſarily ro paſs. We 
have no Covenant without Conditions on both fides : nor 
do we believe that we are ſo far the Elect of God, that we 
ſhall be /av'd, let us live as we liſt. We have no way to 
Heaven but by Faith and Obedience. We own that with 
out Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Without this, tho 
we be of a true Church, it will be of no ſolid comfort or 
advantage to us. We exempt not our ſelves from any 
Tyes of Godlineſs, by phancying our Religion to conſiſt on- 
ly in Believing: nor do we place it in outward ſhew and 
ceremony. In ſhort; what was ſaid of the Lacedemoni an 


Laws, that it is the Property of them all ro enflame Mens 
Minds with the /ove of Virtue, and to create a contempe of 
empty and ſenſual Pleaſures, may be more truly ſaid of the 
Articles, Canons, and Liturgy of our Church. 

And if theſe things be ſo, is it not an wncharitable thing 
in you to throw dirt in the Churches Face, becauſe there 
are ſome wicked Perſons in her Communion ? Wou'd not you 
have thought your ſelf hardly us d, if from the misfortunes 
(ſo I call them in reſpect of you) that lately happen d in 
your own houſe, any Perſons ſhou d have ſpoken i of Mr. 
England? Was not every Body ſorry for them, ſorry for ſuch 
Villanies? And might not the ſame things have befall'n any 


other Family? a 
lf zmpertinent talking of Religion be Religion, if endleſs 
Scrupuloſity, and ſtraining at Gnats, if Cenſoriouſneſs, and 
raſh judging our Betters and Superiors, if Melancholy fighing 
and complaining be true Chriſtianity :1f thinking high of ous 
ſelges, if raking Pleaſure in — of the Sin of the con- 
| trau 


[ 26 ] 
trary Party —— if theſe, and ſuch as theſe be the main 
Points of true Godlineſs; then I muſt confeſs, the Sons of 
the Church of England are not generally the moſt Holy Men. 
But if a Reverend ſenſe of God, and Conſcience; of keeping | 
all his expreſs Laws; if Fuſtice, Charity, Modeſty, Humi- 
lity, Sincerity, Patience, Peaceableneſs, and Obedience to 


| Governours be the Principal ingredients of a good life (as 


doubtleſs they are) if we take our Meaſure from our Saviour, 
the Apo/tes, or the Prophets; then I doubt not but there 
are as good Chriſtians among us, as in any other Communion 
whatſoever. | 5 —_ 
2. Secondly, I cannot but take notice of your uncharita- 
ble Reflections upon my ſelf. You intimate that I Jer your |: 
Congreg tion, either to promote my worldly intereſt, or to in- 
dulge-my ſelf in Sin. As for the firſt of theſe, I cannot ſee 
how that can be at all advanc'd by this Change; nor as I 
- ſee, leſſen d. And for the latter, if you wou'd believe me, 
who know more by my ſelf, than any Body elſe can, 
had no ſuch deſign: neither do I think ſuch a deſign cou'd |? 
be better ſerv'd now, than before. 5 1 
Whatever allowance you think you have to enquire into 
the behaviour of others, you ſhou'd not Judge without ſome 7 
Grounds or Evidence, and at firſt daſh prick a Man down 
for a Villain. If my own heart deceive me nor, I have (to 
—Uſe your own words) as warm affections, as lively convicti- 
ons, and look as much Heaven- ward, as ever, But my fault 
is, I have left your ſeparate Congregation, am quite gone off 
from you; and therefore am look d upon by you as a ſort 
of Apoſtate, one that has made Shipwreck of Faith, and a 
good conſcience 5; a Man almoſt ſtak d down to final Impeni- 
rence; and of whom, there's ſcarce any hope, unleſs I ſo 
conſider my ways, as to return to your Aſſembly, Whoever} 
reads this part of your Letter, will find that you endea- 
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vour to fright me from the Church. Your Argument is 
8 8 5 

much the ſame with that the Papiſts uſe to perſwade Men 
imo, or to keep them in their Communion, as the ſafeſt way 
to Heaven; fince they ſo confidently Damn all men, vhom, 
tho never ſo unjuſtly, they thruſt out of the Church. © 
And now, Sir, if you muſt know the Reaſon why I leſt 
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Jour Society, Tle tell you, it was out of the Care I had of} 
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* Epiſcopal Orders if they cou'd, and think it their unhap- 
pineſꝭ that they have not: and God (no doubt) will 


„ LE 
my Soul, I was terribly affrajd of the Sin of Schiſm ; 
and knowing that you wanted Epiſcopal Orders, I much 


doubted whether you were regularly commi ſſion d either 


to Preach the Goſpel, or to Adminiſter the Holy Sacra- 
ments. And therefore I have committed my ſelf to the 
care of One, whoſe Ordination is held ſufficient and va- 


lid on both ſides; and whom I look on to be the Pro- 
per Miniſter of this Pariſh : againſt whoſe either Life, 


or Doctrine I believe no juſt Exception can be made. 
They are not Gifts and Ability to perform an Office, 
that give a Man Authority ro exerciſe them, and oblige 


the People to hear him; but he muſt receive Commiſſion 


from ſuch as have Power to give it. 
I rake your Caſe, and that of ſome of the Reform d 
abroad to be very Different, They wou'd have 


make great allowances for Caſes of Neceſſity. But you 


are under no ſuch Neceſſity: our Biſhops are Ready to 
ordain any man that is qualified for Learning and Sobrie- 
ty, and that will give ſuch Aſſurance of his Sincerity, as 
every wiſe Conſtitution will require. 


Bur here you tell me that the Charge of Schiſm is an 


old thread-bare Argument, that has been anſwer'd over and 
over. | 
the quite contrary, The preſent Biſhop of Gloceſter de- 
3 clares his ſenſe of this matter in theſe words; I am, 
* © moſt certain that the Errours of Popery are not more plain- 
2 h. detected, and exposd, than have the Principles of our 
2 © Proteſtant Separardh, been abundantly confuted, and the. 
e greateſt vanity of their Pretences demonſtrated ' ta, Alt 
that are Capable of ſeeing with their own Eyes. And 
(not ro mention any others) who was ever ſo hardy, as 
to encounter Mr. Hooker's incomparable Book of Eceleſi- 
2? aſtical Polity, tho Written an Hundred years ago? You 
2 wou'd do well to try your skill there, ſince you have 
2 ſuch a knack of writing Controverſies. 
well as Mr. Baxter: and if you can confute his Wri- 
= tings, Ile engage you ſhall gain more Proſe/ytes, than a- | 
= ny Man in England. [Mr. E. in the year 1700 Printed' *| 
= ſomewhat againſt Mr. Baxter. 1 : HY 


So you ſay; but greater men than your-ſelf affirm 
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Bur I forget my ſelf, and conſider not that, if you can 


turn the Schiſin upon us, the buſineſs is done without any 
further trouble. Du have now run (ſay you) into that Sin, 
which you pretended to avoid. For, Schiſm (according to 
the Church-mens notion) is an unneceſſary Separation from 


a true Church. Now you belong d to our Church, having | 


been Baptiz'd, and bred up in it: And yet you left us; 


Schm. 


I have many things to ſay upon this head. Bur being 


almoſt weary of the work, I ſhall give it as hort an An- 
ſwer as I can. I like the definition of Schiſm, and own 


it to be an unneceſſary Separation from a true Church: And 


am content that the Caſe between us, and all the Diſſen- 


ters in England, ſhou'd be determin'd by it. But you ar- 
gue very weakly from ir. Your ſaying that I was Bap- 


ti d in your Church, is as great a miſtake, as the Ground 


of your quarrel with my Brother. I was Baptiz'd in the 


Eſtabliſh d Communion, and in my younger Years bred up 
in it. So that in going to the Church, 1 do bur like a Tra- 


eller, who, finding himſelf out of the way, returns back 
into the way where he ſtray d. 

However, ſuppoſe I had been Baptiʒ d and bred up in the 
Communion of your particular Congregation, all my days : 
yet I think my joyning in Communion with the Church wou'd 
not make me Guilty of Schiſm. The Church of England has 
been look d on, by the Reformers abroad, and the moſt e- 
ber Non-conformiſts at home, to be a true Church: and the 
Eſtabliſh d Church it has been, ever ſince the Reformation. 


And, unleſs you can prove that its Terms of Communion are 


ſinful, ] am, upon the account of its being the National. 
Eftabliſh'd Church, obligd to deſert your ſeparate Congre- 
— and joyn my ſelf with it. And indeed, if we can 
old Communion with it without a fin, a Separation from it 
can never be neceſſary. 
The Church of Rome will not admit us, unleſs we pro- 
feſs our belief of Tranſubſtantiation, and a certain kind of 


Infallibility no body knows where; unleſs we will worſhip 


the Hoſt, and Saints, and Images; and do many things di- 
rectly repugnant to the Nord of God. Therefore we can't 
8. com- 


and therefore (even according to them) you are guilty of | 
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communicate with Her, unleſs we ſhould partake of Her 
groſs and ſuperſtitious Errors. Bur the Church of England 
does not exact any thing from us, that God has Forbidden. 


therefore we may Communicate with Her without Sin: and 


if we may, it muſt be a ſin in us, if we do it not. We 
tranſgreſs the Divine Law, which requires us to obey all 
human Ordinances for the Lord's ſake. 

The Eftabliſh'd, National Church is the proper Center of 
Union. This Church is divided into ſo many Pariſh Churghes, 
each having a lawful Paſtor over ir. Whoſoever keeps to 


theſe, keeps the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Ptags: 


He maintains publick Charity, obſerves the order of Eſta» 
bliſh'd Laws, keeps his rank, and holds his 2 where 
the Laws and right Reaſon have fix d him. But as for the 
ſeparate Meetings, gather d our of Pariſh-Churches, they 
break all publick order, deſtroy Charity, affront the Laws z 
and may be as Pernicious to the Church, as Rebellion is to the 
State. | | Dp 

Neither will your Notion of Unſcriptural terms make 
either our Communion ſinful, or your Separation neceſſary. 
I have ſhewn before the Power of our Church-Governours in 
things indifferent, or undetermin'd by the Mord of God. 
And, if any leſs than ſinful Terms of Communion can 
juſtifie a Separation, then there can be no end of Separgs 
tion. ä | 

And, that you dont think our Terms of Communion ſin- 
ful, may be reaſonably concluded from what you ſay of 
your /ometimes communicating Occaſionally with us. If it 


be a fin, you ſhou'd not do it at all: once to commit a wilfed 


known tin is too much, The conſideration of the Divine | 

Juſtice ſhou'd awe you from it. But here you ſay, you do . | 

it to ſhew your Charity, and that you own us to be a true | 

Church of Chriſt. But may you do evil that good may 

come thereof? And may you nor as well juſtifie your ſhew- 

ing another branch of Charity, by ſtealing from One, to 
ive to Another ? 

The truth of it is, you know well enough, that a Man 
may Communicate with us without ſin: And therefore, for 
a place of Truſt or Profit, and to Keep up your intereſt in 
che Government, youll allow your Proſelytes to do it. But 
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leaſt from Occaſional, they ſhou'd come to conſtant Commu- 
nion, you except againſt many things, and cry out upon 
Human Inventions, Mill. worſhip, and Superſtition, like the 


practice of Pope Gregory the ſeventh, who call'd the Married 


Clergy, Nicolaitans, tho' the accounts the Antients give us 
of that Se@, ſay nothing of this matter. | | 


Thus, Sir, I have gone through that part of your Letter 
which concerns me, and (I hope) have confider'd every 
thing that is material in it. As for what related to 
my Brother, He (being of Age) has anſwer'd for Him- 
ſelf. 

And now, by way of Requizal for your kindneſs, give 
me leave to adviſe you to confider, whether the Cauſe you 
engage in be ſuch, as will bear you our at the /aſt Day. 
By ſetting up Altar againſt Altar, you occaſion Perſons to 
Separate from that Communzon, to which rhey properly be- 
long: And you ought to be ſure you are in the Rzght, be- 
fore you make a Rene and Diviſion in the Church. If you 


ſhou'd be miſtaken, and have not, by all due means en- 


deavoured berter to inform your ſelf, you are in a High 
meaſure Partaker of other mens fins, and Anſwerable for 
all the miſchiefs that follow the Diviſions which are among 


And ſurely, theſe Divifions tend to the weakninz of the 
Nation, and rendring it Obnoæious to the i will, or Ambiti- 
on of any publick Adverſary, They ſtrengthen the Hands 
of the Papiſts, who have been always ready to foment 
them: They tend to the Deſtruction of publick Charity, 
bring a Scandal and Reproach upon Religion it ſelf, and lay 
a Stumbling- block in the way of Thoſe. that are Atheiſti- 
cally inclin'd. | 
Theſe, and many more are the miſchiefs of Separation. 
And you wou d do well ſertoufly ro conſider, whether it 
wou d not be Aaviſeable for you to Sacrifice your. little 
Scruples to the Glory of God, the good of Souls, the well- 
fare of the Proteſtant Religion, and Settlement of the 
State. 9 2 | | 
Lou may do more good in your Generation by returning 


to that Communion, whence you are fall'n, than you can 


poſſibly 
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poſſibly in the way you are now. All the erue Sons of the 


Church are ready to receive you with open Arms, I might 
have ſaid, with joy and thankfulneſs. The Old Non-cons 
formiſts, who were heretofore hamper d with wicked Leagues 
and Covenants, are moſt of them Dead: and none of rh 
can, by courſe of Years, continue long. And therefore, 
if you and thoſe other Gentlemen, who have been Prejudic d 
in your Education, wou'd be perſwaded to Read, with 
impartiality, what is written on both ſides, there wou'd be 
ſome hopes of our ſeeing an end of the Schiſn in this preſent 
Generation. | _ 
Tis true, that you have now a Toleration. But there's | 
a vaſt Difference between a Toleration and an Eſtabliſpment. 
The Toleration, that the Law gives, does not alter the 
nature of things. It is only a Declaration that Men ſhall 
not be Liable to temporal Mulcts and Penalties for their 
Non conformity. Schiſm is ſtill Schiſm, notwithſtanding 
the Government, for ſome reaſons of State, thinks fit to 
ſuſpend the Penalty. The Cauſe of Separation is the ſame 
that it was, and is neither better nor worſe, whether the 
Separation be puniſh'd or nor. | 
But if nothing will perſwade you to join in Commu» 
nion with us, and you muſt ftill uphold a ſeparate Con- 
gregatien; let me exhort you to confine your ſelf with- 
in your Bounds and Limits of the Toleration; and to 
be very cautious of doing any thing that will cauſe di- 
ſturbance in a Pariſh, where the Diſſenters have hitherto 
been eivilly us d: and where we have liv'd more ar 
Peace, than in moſt other large Towns, or than cou d have 
been expected, conſidering the Difference among us in Re- 
ligious matters. 
The Toleration was defignd only for an Eaſe ro Ten- 
der and Scrupulous Conſciences. It gives Eicenfe ta 


no Preacher or Teacher whomſoever to rail and revile, 


to /peak or write againſt the Church and Common- Prayer, 
either in his Sermons, or elſewhere. He muſt nor raiſe 
Scruples where there's none, nor go about to ſeduce Peo- 
ple from the Eſtabliſh'd Miniſtry, and their own proper 
Miniſter. The ſtretching your ſelf rhus beyond your 
Line may, perhaps in time, put Perſons upon enquiring 

wherher 
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whether al thoſe, who dont obſerye the Conditions. of 
the Þdulgence, be net as Liable to the Law, as if they 
Hal fone. | RN 6 
_ *" Tntemperate Teal, and the Itch of Diſputing have done 
great miſchief to Religion. Hannibal ad Portas | 
The Enemy watches but till our Diviſſons ſhall open 
the Gates to him. And that Man ſuffer d unpity d, who 
aving ſer fire to his Neighbour's Houſe, ſoon after found 
bis own (tho ar ſome diſtance) all in Flames by a ſpark 
from thence. IF it be poſſible, and at much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men, is an A poſtolical Precept well 
worth your obſervation. i 
I have nothing further to add, bur ro let you know, 
that what is here written is by the Advice and Di- 
rection of my Paſtor, tho, at the ſame time, I muſt de- 
clare, that it is entirely Agreeable to my Own Senti- 
ments. | | 15 
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A REPLY to the firſt part of the Pre-. 
face, which concerns the fore- going 


have thought a Vindication of Mr. England's Letter, 
and yet is call'd a Preface. I cannot but commend 
his modeſty in chuſing rather to call it by that name, than 
of a Reply either to rhe Dialogue written againſt it, or to 
my Letter, for he is pleas d to make but few Animadverſi- 
ons on the one or the other. | 
Now this Mr. Prefacer (fo Til call him, tho I believe 
] cou'd hit on his proper name) chiefly aims at my Letter to 
the middle of pag. 18. And for any thing I can ſee (be- 
ſides his complaints of hard uſage, &c.) has but two things 
by way of Anſwer to it, which deſerve Conſideration. The 
firſt relates to what I ſaid of his miſapphing the main 
Principle of his Diſcourſe: The next, of the Doubefulneſs 
of his being Regularly commiſſion d either to Preach the Go 
ſpel, or Adminiſter the Saeraments. : | 
Bur before I enter upon theſe matters, I am willing to 
do Mr. E-g-ud ſo much Right, as to conſider the Prafa- 
cer Complaints of hard uſage upon the Occaſion of his 
Letter. Me | 
He complains of Mr. F. B. expoſing a private Letter 
written to him as a Friend, not ſo much to get him back 
to the Meeting, as to diſcharge his own? Duty in reclaiming 
him from ſome il practices; which I preſume, is his 
meaning, when he tells us, He was mov d to this Courſe 
” the ia of the Prophet Ezechiel Chap. 3. Ver. 17s 
18, 19.) | | 
Nou ſince Mr. E. has been ſo kind to the World, as to 
Print his Letter, I defire * Man of common Senſe but 
ro 


f N O W comes out a Paper, which the Author wou d 
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to read it carefully over, and then tell me what he judges 
his main drift is. 52 ; 1 
ITiis erue, in the Beginning of it he expreſſes a great de- 
"fire for the welfare of his Soul; and brings a great many 
Texts of Seri pture to prove, that every Man ought to be ve- 

careful in a matter of ſuch great Importance. And with- 
Al Tell him, that e tis not our being of this or that Church, 


& bat wil ſave our Souls, But then (ſays he) tho tis not our being 


of this or that Communion, that will carry ils to Heaven, con- 
fidered in it ſelf; yet it is not an indifferent thing, what 
Church or Communion we are of : Fer tis our Duty to take 
the beſt care, we poſſibly can, of our Souls Salvation, &c. | 
pag. 2. to the end of that Paragraph. And in the next, 
let us now ſee (ſays he) whether, or no, you comply with this 
Duty ; whether you ſerve God in the beſt Manner you are Able. © 
And ſo, he immediately deſends to his Objeting Queſtions 
againſt rhe Eſtabliſi d Communion. To inſtance in no more 
than pag. 8. when he rells him, that his warm Affections, 
and lively Convittions al! vaniſi d as the Morning dew, he | 
concludes with his leaving the Meeting-hoyſe, as the ſum- 
mit of his wickedneis : And now you are quite gone off from 
#5! Subjoyning that of the Apoſtle, If any Man draw back, | 
my Soul (ſaith God) ſhall have no Pleaſure in him. The 
' meaning of which place is coo Clear to need any Com- 
ment. ; : 
So that, if we may gueſs at Mr, E-'s meaning by his words, 
his main deſign in writing this Letter was to bring back his 
loft Diſciple to the Meeting. What elſe you ſee there, looks 
but like a Vehicle for a bitter Pill, or Guy Faux's Cloak to 
hide the Lant horn. 1 15 f 
But beſides what is ſuggeſted by the general Tenour of 
Mr. F. B's. life, and the fair Character he has among thoſe K 
that know him, I am confirm d in this Opinion, from his 
telling me; that when he left che Meeting, Mr. E 2 
put into his hands a ſmall Book, ftild A Letter from ſome | 
Aged Non-conformifſt Miniſters to their Chriſtian Friends, | 
touching the Reaſon of their Practice. He came alſo to his 
houſe, and perſuaded him to return to their Communion, | 
without charging him with any other fault or miſdemeanour. 
Beſides, I cou d tell (was there occaſion) where this Gentle- 
man 
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man made, in Perſon, the /zhe attempt upon one that left his 


Congregation to go to the Eſtabliſh d Church. 


2. Next, the Prefacer complains, thar Mr. FB. ex- 
pos d bis Lezzer in all 2://:ck places, and gave our, that he 
wou'd proſecute the /uppes Author. As to the , he 
aſſures me that he never ſhew'd his Letter to any One but his 
Brother ; which he thought Mr. E. in the Letter gave 


him /ufficiznt allowance to do. His Brother indeed ſhew'd 


it to me, and ſc/eral other Perſons : And cou'd the Gentle- 
man think, the fo high a Church-man (as he repreſents 
him) wou'd nor do it, eſpecially when he was therein fo 
ſcurrilouſſy abus'd, and highly calumniated by him? And 
as for Mr E. B. giving out that he wou d proſecute him, he 
declare, that he never {poke one word tending that way, 
and Liar it never enter d into his heart. 
3. Again, Mr Prefacer complains of miſrepreſenting 
and perverting the ſenſe of the Letter. What thoſe, who 
knew it not, might fay, I cannot tell. Bur Tle challenge 
him or any other Perſon to ſhew me, where I did it. Whether 
he has not been hard upon the Eſtabliſh d Church, and its 
Members, Ile leave to the unprejudic'd Reader, and defire 
him withall ro conſider whether the Letter does not con- 
tradict the Preface. | 
Bur the Prefacer, in behalf of his beloved and admir d 
Friend Mr. E. ſaies, That he has manag'd his whole Rea- 
ſoning by way of Query. Bur who knows nor, that ſuch 
Queries have the force of a ſtrong Affirmation? And becauſe 
this Gentleman inſtances in a Paſſage of Mr. E. concerning 
mixt Communion (pag. 6th.) I will be bold ro ſay that Mr. 
E. does take the liberty ro affirm, that they who receive the 
Sacrament in the Church of England, cannot avoid ſometimes 
partaking with Prophane and Immoral Perſons, ſuch as Pro- 
phane Swearers, Sabbath-breakers, Drunkards, &c. And 
whoever ſays to the contrary, as Mr. Prefacer does (pag. 
13.) muſt either not conſider what he lays, er not wnder- 
tand plain ſenſe; or prevaricate. „ 
Mr. E. in a Sermon of his concerning the Reformation of 

Manners, before told us, * an indifferent Wome 
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had of our Church-men. Pag. 30. He has this memora- 
ble paſſage. When we ſee ſome Perſons thus Jealous about 
leſſer matters, Jehu like driving on with a Furious Teal, and 
at the ſame time to have no Regard for God's Honour ; to be 
Careleſs and Indifferent whether God's Law, and the great 

' things of it be chſerv'd yea or no; it is a Temptation to 
many to believe, that there is more than a Ceremony that is 
' the Difference between the Church and the Meeti 55 : and that 


a Separation is in ſome ſort Neceſſary to keep up the Power of | 


Religion. 

Bur not to waſt oo much time upon theſe things, I 
come now to the two moſt conſiderable branches of Mr. Pre- 
Facer's diſcourſe. And will firſt take notice of what he ſays 
to confirm his Principle, by way of Anſwer to my charging 


him with mi/-applying it. | | 

And here, I cannot but Reflect upon the Uſage the 
Church sf England has from two ſorts of Men, the Pa- 
piſts and the Diſſent#rs, The Firſt charge her with 
paying too much Regard to the Holy Scriptures : the lat- | 
ter with too little, tho' I think ſhe has very hand{omly | 
defended her- ſelf againſt Both. 1 

The Papiſts (as is obſervd by Dr. Puller) detract from 
the true Perfection of Scripture, by declaring that the Apo- 
eryphal NMritings, and Traditions of Men are nothing inferi- | 
our to, nor 1 Canonical than the Sovereign dictates of 
God; as well for the Confirmation of Doctrinal points per- 
taining to Faith, as for ordering of Life and Manners ; 
and that both the one and the other ought to be embrac d 
with the ſame affect ion of Piety, and receiv'd with the like 
9 reverence, not making any Difference between 

em. 

On the other hand, they of the Segaration among us, are 
bufie to attribute, to the Holy Scriptures, ſuch a Perfection 
as God never intended them: viz. Particularly ro Deter- 

mine of all the Actions of Man- kind, and every matter of 

Order and Decency in Religion. | 
Between theſe wo Extremes, ſee by how even a Thread 
our Church divides the Controverſy ; ſhe aſſerts thè real Per- 
Fettion of Scripture in order to its great end, namely, to guide 
cur Belzef and Practice in things needful to Salvation: and 
E = thankfully 
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thankfully accepts of that Chriſtian Liberty which God 
harh lefr her, and all other Churches, ro determine the parti- 
cular Actions of men, as may be ſeen in the zwentieth Ar- 
tiole. | 

Thoſe Gentlemen, who ſay nothing muſt be done in the 
Worſhip of God, but what he has commanded (how great 
reſpect, and veneration ſoever they pretend to have for the 
Holy Scriptures) may be more rationally charg'd with ad- 


ding thereto, than the Church of England can; they ad- 


vance a Propoſition, which has no Foundation there, and 


which draweth after it many dangerous Conſequents, and 
Evil Effects, a World of Superſtitions, Uncharitable Cen- 


ſures, bitter Contentions, contempt of Superiours, and 
Perplexities of Conſcience. As God himſelf is Perfect, fo 
his Holy Word is fo full of all requiſite Perfection, that it 
needs not to beg Honour from an untruth. 1 | 

To come then more cloſely to the buſineſs. The Heads 
] went on in Reference to Mr. Es. Principle were theſe | 
three. Firſt, that all Circumſtances relating to the Worſhip 


and Service of God, are not particularly determin d in the 


Holy Scriptures, Secondly, that the Governours of the Church 
have Power to determine theſe matters. Thirdly, that the 
People are bound to obey them in ſuch their determinations, | 
And ſurely, the Prefacer ſhou'd have conſider d theſe in their 
arder ; or at leaſt before he had done any thing elſe,ſhou'd 
have ſhewn where all the Circumſtances, relating to the 
Worſhip and Service of God under the Goſpel, are determin d 
in Holy Scripture. This woud have ſavd him a great deal 
of trouble, the other two wou'd drop of courſe, and I 
wou'd have given up the Caſe to him without any more ado, 
owning heartily that both the Governours of our Church, and 
the People are to Conform to theſe Rules. 

But this is too difficult a Task; and therefore, inſtead of 
it, he endeavours to be waggi/h, and ro ſport with the Ma- 
giſtrates Power. Suppoſe (ſays he) the Magiſtrate ſhou'd 
* command me to Marry. ſuch a Woman, to put my Son an 
Apprentice to ſuch a Trade, to have ſuch a Lawyer to ma- 
* nage my Cauſe, or ſuch a Phyſician to cure my Diſtemper, &C. 
* If T had different apprehenſions of the matter, I ſhoui d erave 


Leave to chuſe for my ſelf, Aud fo ſhou d the Magiſtrate 
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nature, and of theſe only is our preſent Controver/(c. 


©" gircunſt ances (lays he) I underſtand ſuch Rites and Ceremo- 


[38] 


& command me to go to bis Church, and worſhip God in that 


ee way which he thinks beſt. Hold, Sir, Is there no Dif- 


ference in theſe matters > Did ever any King of England 


thus concern himſelf in the Domeſticł affairs of his Subje&s > 
Or is ir poſſible for him to do ſo ? He is the Father of his 
Country, and the Head of the Church. And what Power 


the Father has over his Children, or the Maſter over his 


Servauts, for the ordering their Re/petive Families, rhe 
ſame the Supreme Magiſtrate has over his Subje&s, for the 


public Peace and welfare of Church and Common - wealth. 


Such a Power of Magiſtrates and Church Governours in a 
Church and State ſo well conſtitured as ours is, is for Ed;#- 
cation and the Good of the People, not their Hurt, whate- 
ver you may think to the contrary, 

And indeed, if the Magiſtrate has any Power at all in 
Church matters, it muſt be in things Tndifferent, For things 
abſolutely Neceſſary, as commanded by God, we are bound 


to do, whether human Authority require them or no, And 


things abſolutely Unlawful, as prohibited by God, we arc 
bound not to do, whether hwman Authority forbid them 
or no. There are no other things left then, wherein to ex- 
prels properly the Obedience due ro Magiſtrates and Church- 
Governours, than theſe Indifferent things, ſuch as Rites and 
Ceremonies, Geſtures, Habits, &c. which are Variable pro 
bie & nunc: that is, with reſpect ro Time and Place, 
according to the Cyſtoms and Faſhions of the Age we live 
in. 

But here Mr. Prefacer diſtinguiſhes upon us, and ſays 


thar the Circumſtances of worſhip are of two ſorts; Simple 


and M:xt., By ſimple circumſtances, he tells us he under- 
ſtands ſuch circumſtances of Worſhip which are in general com- 
manded in Scripture; but as to their particular Determina- 
tion are left to Church-Governours to fix and determine,as the 
Neceſſity or Conventency of the Church doth require. Of which 
kind (he reckons) are the circumſtances of Time and Place, 
and ſuch like. And touching the Power of Church Governours 
zn this caſe (he owns, there is no Diſpure. Bur now (to go 
on with his own words) miæt circumſtances are of another 
By miæt 


nes, 


E 


nies, which either are not, or cannot be enjeyn d or obſerv d; 


without the injunction or obſervation of ſomething new ad- 
ded to the matter of God's Worſhip, And here we refer 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, turning to the Eaſt, bowing at the 
Name of Feſus, bowing towards the Altar at our coming 
in, or going out of the Church, and ſuch like. Now we 
think (lays he) Church Governours go beyond their Line, 
if they take upon them to enjoyn theſe things; becauſe in 


ſuch Injunctions, there is ſomething added to the matter of 


God's Worſhip, which he has not requir'd. 

An Unſcriptural diſtinction this; And 1 wou'd call it a 
ſimple one too, did I not think it craftily fram'd ro amuze 
the Ignorant, and perpetuate the Schiſm. Hererofore, the 
diſtinction ran between natural Circumſtances, and Symbo- 
[ical,and ſignificant Rites ; And the Larter were adjudg'd ſin- 
ul, and not to be Comply'd with, becauſe ſuch. Bur this 
way being ſufficiently exploded, they come now ro ſimple - 
and Mixt : which is bur the ſame thing in other Terms, 
and an Argument of diſingenuous dealing. For, either 
theſe mixt Ceremonies are Parts of God's worſhip, or they 
are not. If they are Parts of God's worſhip, then they 
cannot be Ceremonies in the Receiv'd Notion of that word 
in the Caſe between us. But if they are not, then here is 
a Diſtinct ion without a Difference ; ſo that the Prefacer (if 
he had pleas d) might have reckon d his mit among his 
ſimple Circumſtances. I am ſure, we defire no more in 
their behalf, than what he alledges for his /imple Circum- 
ſtances, which he tells us, are in general Commanded in 


Holy Scripture, but as to their particular Determination 
are left ro Church Governours to fix and determine, as 


the Neceſſity and Convenience of the Church doth re- 


uire. 
k Tis true, the Scriptures only preſcribe general Rules 
about ſuch matters, that fo particular Laws may be de- 
duc'd from them. As for inftance, tis one Apoſtolical Law 
or Canon, that ail things be done for Edification: And ano- 
ther, that all things be done Decently and in Order. But 
what will tend to Edification, or what is Decent and Orderly 
is not there determin d, but left wholly to the Determinati- 


on of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, So we are commanded to wars 


ie [ 40 > 
thip God, bur whether irmuſt be done by Xneelrng, Standing, 
or Proſtration, the Cuſtom of the Nation, and the prudence 
of our Governours muſt determine. We know, that all 
BH theſe Modes have been in uſe, according to the Faſhions of 
ſeveral Countreys. hoy 
There is but one Ceremony enjoynd by the Church of 
England, which cannot be reckon'd among the neceſſary 
Circumſtances of Action: and that is the Croſs after Baptiſm: 
And yet this may be reduc'd ro thoſe general Rules. But 
the Surplice, Kneeling at Prayers, and at the Lords Supper; 
Standing up at the Hymns, the Gloria Patri, the Creed and 
dhe Goſpels; Bowing at the Name of Feſws, are nothing more 
=. than the Circumſtances of Religious Actions, unleſs ir be 
W Decent to worſhip God naked, or poſſible ro worſhip him in 
no poſture ar all. 5 
And that it is neceſſary to Determine theſe matters, may 
e.eaſily appear to any Perſon, who looks bur ſlightly into it. 
The Fancies of Men are ſo infinitely Different as to ſuch 
things, that one wou'd like his Habit, another that: One 
wou d be for Kneeling in receiving the Sacrament; another 
for. fring, and perhaps a third for Standing. One wou' d 
. have his Child /n d with the Sign of the Croſs ; Another 
wou d proteſt againſt it, Sc. What Confuſions and Schiſms 
wou d this cauſe in the Church? Every one wou'd contend 
for the Prevalence of his ow? Model and Way: and there 
We: woud be no hearty Concord, no harmonious Conſent in the 
wr: ſerviceof God. There is therefore no other way to prevent 
WB | theſe miſchiefs, but that they who have the Government of 
the Church preſcribe ſuch Rules as they think moſt Agreea- 
ble to the general ſenſe of Scripture, and that the People 
under them Conform themſelves to their lawful Deci- 
WY Hon. 1. FOB 
, F But, to ſhew more particularly, that this Diſtinction 
does no way affect the Ceremonies of our Church, I ſhall 


I. Enquire whar it is that makes a Ceremony a Part 
"v0 of God's Worſhip, | 
4% II. I ſhall ſhew, that the Ceremonzes of our Church are 
46 no Parts of God's Worſhip. | 
III. Iwill repreſent the Caſtom of all Churches in obſer- 
vying ſuch like Ceremonies, W. 1 


* % 
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IV, I ſhall anſwer, an ObjeBior raisd. againſt, allow- 
ing the Church..a Power ro decree ſuch-Ry7es and Ce- 


emöen e n 


I. Lam to ſhew what it is that makes a Ceremom a Part 
of God's IV/orſhip. New Rires do not make a new Dury, 
nor alter God's Law, or change his Horſhip. Any;thing 
added po fle Divine Iuſtitucionsy, yas Efſential e Fal e e, 
or ſimpiy Neceſſary, does change the ee lays .Fanchy ) 
and make it another. But what are added only as things 
Tndifferent, for Order, for Decency, and to Edifecntion, they 
change nor the Subſtance of the Sacraments, nor the Nature 
of the t/arſhip. ee n nr r 21 noe 
Adoration is a ſubſtantial and proper Act of Divine, Wor- 
ſhip. But whether this Adoration be perform d hy Proſtxn- 
tian, by Bowing, or by Kneeling, is a Circumſtance in it ſelt 
Indifferent, And therefore, when Church Governopirs en- 
joyn rhe one or the other, they cannot be faid to ſet up new 
parts of Morſhi p, but to determine the Manner of Perfor- 
mance. Vea, rhe IF orfhip. of God is not thereby, either 
chang d or adulterated ; neither is there any Addition made 
to it; but the Subſtance of the YPorſnip is ſtill in Conformi- 
ty to God's Laws, when yet the oO ward and indifferent 
manner of it is in Conformity to Man s. Certainly, it is no 
Addition to Baptiſm to give a Name to the Bapei d, tho we 
find no expreſs Command for it. And I much wonder, a- 
mong our carping Bret hren, ſome or other had not ſcrupled 
this, as well as another Obſervancge. 
7 It a Ceremony be made a fubſtantial Part of Gor s Nor- 
ſhip, and unalteralle, onbe ſuppos d fo Neceſſary, that the 
doing of it wou'd be a thing Pleaſing and Meritorious co God, 
and % not doing of it Sinful, tho there were no human 
| Law, which requir'd the doing of ir; then the ule of it 
becomes Sinful becaule ir makes rhe Scriptures Inſuffi- 
And this is what our Bleed Lord found fault with in the 
Obſervances of che Scribes and Phariſees: of Old, and we 
til do in the Church f Rome. But becauſe our Cale is 
parallell d wich both theirs, 4 ſhall enquire diſtinetly into 
them, and repreſent the Difference. | | 
1 F. 1. Firſt 
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1 Firſt then, This is whar our Bleſſed Lord (St. Mate. : 
XV) found fault with in the Obfervances of the Scribes 


and Phariſees, who taught for DoArines the Commandments 
of Men; He reprov'd them not ſo much for their frequent 
1 s, as for juppoſing that a Man's Conſcience was de- 
fild, if he did not obſerve them: not becauſe a thing in ir 


ſelf Unneceſſary was determin d by their Superiours, but be- 
caufe of the ſuperſtitious Opinions which they had concet- 


ing this waſhing, with reſpect to the Conſciences of Men. 


He that eateth Bread with Unwaſhen Hands (lays Rabbi: 


Aſe, as I find him quoted by one of our Doctors) fins as 
 grievouſly as if he lay with a Whore, Now we all know 
that Fornication is ſinful in its own nature, and nor only 


becauſe tis forbidden by Superiors. Maimonides (as the ſame 


Learned Man obſerves) ſays, They look d upon it as a peculi- 
ar piece of Sanctity, and that whoſoever diſ-eſteem'd this Cu- 
om ['viz. of waſhing] deſerv d not only Excommunication 
but Death it ſelf. ; | 

This is further Apparent from the Doctrine which our 
Lord oppoſes to What he here condemns, viz. that to eat 
with unwaſhen Hands defileth not a Man, as you may ſee, verſe 
11. Not that which entreth into the Mouth, defileth a Man; 
but that which cometh out of the Mouth, this defileth a Man. 


Which fignified nothing, unleſs the Opinion among them 


was that eating bread with unwaſhen Hands, did really de- 
file a Man's conſcience towards God. So that they look d 
upon this Ceremony, as a part of God's Worſhip, equal to 


the Law it (elf, and which Men pleas d God by doing, and 


diſpleas'd him by omitting; not merely with Reſpect to 
the Command of Superiours, but as they ſuppos d ſome 
leſſer Guilt upon the Conſcience might be expiated by 
1 | 


2. Secondly, Alike Faulry are the Papiſts in many of 
their Obſervances. The Church of Rome enjoyns no in- 
different things as ſuch, bur as made Neceſſary by Divine 
Authority; ſhe pretending to the Infallible Guidance of the 
Holy Ghoſt in all her Decrees and Conſtitutions: And therefore 
expects your Receiving chem as you do the Holy Serip- 

| tures 
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tures with a Divine Faith, and the ſelf ſame Awful regard 
and reverence. 5 al C3 [ore ET. 
l mighr add too, that ſeveral of her Rites and Ceremo- 
nies are impos d under a moſt Superſtitious Notion, - as 
having ſome ſpecial Virrue in them to attone the Divine 
Majeſty, or to ſcare away the Devil; to puriſie and eleduſe 
the Souls of Men, not for Fuſtification from Mortal Sins, 
bur for other Spiritual Effects, and taking away the guilr 
of Venia Sins. There are three wonderful Effects of the Croſs 
(ſays Bellarmine) Firſt, it frights and ſcares away the De- 
vil. Secondly, it drives away Diſeaſes and all Evils. Third- 
ly, it ſanctiſies thoſe thiugs, upon which it is made. Axori- 
us rells us, That Holy Water cleanſeth Venial Sins, eæ opere 
operato, 1, e. from the work done: and drives away the 
Devil. Where ſuch Opinions prevail concerning Ceremo- 
nies, they are made parts of Divine Worſhip. But, 


II. The Ceremonies enjoyn'd in our Church are no Pares of 
God's Worſhip. The nature of the Ceremonies is to be 
learn from the Doctrine which goes along with them. 
Now our Church has been particularly careful to expreſs her 


meaning in this Caſe. She publickly declares that her Cen- 


ſtitutions concerning Indifferent things are made without a- 
ny Opinions, or abſolute Neceſſity of them. Yea, Al are 
admoniſh'd ro conſider that God is not appeas rf by them, 
much leſs that Grace is Merited by them, as Satisfaction 
made for fins. _ 93 
The Ceremonzes that remain, (as the Preface to the Litur- 
gy expreſſes it) are retain d for Godly Diſcipline, and Order, 
which upon juſt caufes may be chang d, and therefore are not 
eo be eſteem d equal to God's Law. And the Preface, that 
was made upon the /a/t Eſtabliſhment, ſays, The particular 
Forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites and Ceremonies ap- 
pointed to be uſed therein, are things, in their own nature, In- 
different and Alterable, and ſo acknowledgd. Yea, our 
Church declares, that every Country 15 at Liberty to uſe 
their own Ceremonies, and that She neither condemns o- 
thers, nor preſcribes to them. 
The Church then having made this Declaration, tis very 
Uncharitable to Parallel our C 8 either with h of 
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the Scribes and Phariſees, or with thoſe of the Church of 
Rome! ''Cifoumnſtances of Worſhip they may be, bur parts 
they never can. The Church, by impoſing them, adds no- 
thing to the Subſtance of God's Worſhip, but only provides 
that, Which God has requir'd, ro be perform'd in a Decent 
and Orderly manner. 1 
Aid altho the very Commanding them do ſeem to bring 
with it a kind of Neceſſity, and to lay a Tye upon the Conſci- 
ence” (as thar of Sr. Paul. implies both, you 1ſt needs be 
Subject, and that for Conſcience ſake) yer is not any Tye 
brought upon the Conſcience de Novo, i. e. anew, by ſuch 
Command of the Church: only that Tye, that lay upon the 
Conſcience before, by virtue of that general Command of God 
of obeyinę the higher Powers in all their lawn Commands, 
is by that Commandment of the Church apply d to that parti- 
cular Matter; even as it is in all cv Conſtitutions, and all 
| humane Laws whatſoever : And the Neceſſity alſo is an Obe- 
| diential, not a Doctrinal Neceſſity. Neceſſary they are to 
4 be ſubmitted ro, becauſe enjoyn d by that Authority to which 
he has committed the Care of the firſt Table, as well as the 
Seeond ; bur not neceſſary in themſelves, as Immediate Parts 
of God's Worſhip, or of fuch Importance, that the . 
of God were imperfect, and Invalid for the ends, for whic 
it is appointed, were not theſe Obſervances commanded and 
ofa d:t | a wan 
I indeed we taught otherwiſe, the loudeſt of our Adver- 
ſaries exclamations in calling our Rites and Ceremonies, Ad- 
ditions to the Nord of Cod, Will. wor ſhi p, Superſtition, &C. 
wou d nor ſhew ſo much Paſſion, as 2 jſt and rational Zeal. 
Bar God forbid that any ſuch Ordinances of Man ſhou'd 
ever be introduc'd into our Church. We all joyn in ſuch 
a Vote, do renounce any ſuch Authority, and deny any 
inch Practice. 
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III. Come we now, in the . Place, to repre- 
ſent the Cuſtom of all Churches in obſerving ſuch like 
ere monie. And here, tho' I might be very large, yet 
1 ſhall according to my deſian d brevity, only touch at 
things. = | 
If we look firſt into the Few:ſh Oecenomy, we ſhall find. 
| that 
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was the determining an External Riie for Order and gen- 
cy, and nor withayr lone Repay ro the common E: reſſi- 
"OJ 05 Reverence in Greece, ani other Parts of the Roman 
N And by this and other inſtances of the ſame Kind, 
he as left an Example to Governours Of the Church in 
all Ages to preſcribe Rules of Decenq upon the like 
Occaſion. Cm * tix: 


* 
T-Y 


Thirdly, Accordingly we find that the Primitive Chiiſti- 


4 © 


ans, in the next Ages after, as they obſery'd ſame Rites 
which had been introduc'd. before, ſo they added others, 
when they thought it requiſit | 
Geſture of | The 


* 


th They appointed char, the 
Prayer ſhow | 


rimes 


* 
ſametitwes Nee ling, and ſome- | 


1 15 
times Standing (for which they diſtinguifh'd the. 3 1 — 


ons :) and that the Congręation ſhau'd turn their Faces to- 


ward the Eaſt. They obſerv d the Anniverſar Salemnities 
of the Paſſion, Reſarre*ion, and Aſc iſcenſim of Chriſt, and De 


cent of the Holy Gheſ?. . They requir d that the Baptiʒ oy 


ſhou'd be d (4 pp d thri ice in the water „a8 a /imbo fimbolical . 
to ſigniſis the Dactrine of the Dini, or che Death = 
Reſurrection of Chriſt after three Days. Thez 3 ſign'd the Per- 
Tons &4p::;'4 with the 7 Ign of the hay nd us'd rhe In pol. 
tion of hands 1 in Confirmation. Ee: y, if Men wou 


learn cnce co be charitable, note. and humble; they 


wou d not be ſo forward (as "the 45 are now a- days) to Cen: 
ſure the generally receiv'd Practices in the beſt times of 
Chriſtianity. = 


'Fourthly, If you enquire into * Cuſtoms of the Proteſtant; 
abroad; you'll find, that they have 41 made ſome Eccleſi- 
12 2 Laws for Evternal Order and Diſc; pline, to which 

require Obedience from all of their own Communion, 
tho. theſe particular Laws are not expreſid in the 


od of God, provided they be . nor Re pugnant to 


. The Lutheran Churches have not only the Tome. bur more 
Ceremonies than we have: And yet a national Aſſembly, 
of the late Reform d Churches of France held at Charenton, in 
the year 1631. declar d, that there is neither Idolatiy nor 
Super ition i in their Publick LVorſhip 1 
I chought to have inſtanc d in ſeyeral Ki ites enjoyn d both 
among the Lutherans and Calviniſts: But this wou'd 200 
much lengthen my Diſcourſe ; and therefore I ſhall refer 
my Reader ro Mr. Dure!'s View of the Government and Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God in the Reform d Churches beyond the Seas: 
4 Book well worth his Peruſal; and enough to ſhame our 
Diſſentinig Brethren, who upon * Occaſi on, twit us 


with the Reform d ' Churches a broad. 


To quote here the Writings of private Men wou'd be 


ag endl; rack : Bur yet the better to convince all Gain: ſcy- 
ers, I will bring in a "_ PaTages out of two of them, 


which (I preſume) will nor be excepted. againſt. 
Mr.C * in bis Treatiſe of the Nb way of Reforming 


0 hurches, 5 


5 T1 
Churches, ſpeaks thus; Left any Man ſhou d raiſe à Cai 


ce lumny ——— Ion d have all Pious Readers here to 
te bear me, Witneſs that I do not contend about Ceremonies, 
© hich ſerve only for Decency and Order; nor yet a- 
te gainſt ſuch which are either Symbols of, or Incirements 
©* to, that Reverence which we bear to God. I diſpute 
© only of thoſe works, which ſome Men falſſy pretend to 
< be of themſelves Pleaſing to God, and Meritorious, an 
-*©x0 make Fact of þY SerHighs; 1 os. RED 
And, why he ſhou'd leave every Church to her Libeny 
in ſuch outward things, as are of themſelves Indifferent, h 
gives this Reaſon in his Inſtitutions, viz. Thar God hath not 
< been pleas d to preſcribe every particular thing, that we 
* ought to follow, as to external Diſcipline and Ceremo- 
* nies ; becauſe he fore-ſaw that thoſe things were Varia- 
© ble with the times, and judg d that the ſame Form wou d 
© not agree with all Ages: Wherefore we ought to conſult 
* the general Rules which he gave us, whereby to exa- 
mine, and ro fit, and ſettle thoſe things that appertain to 
* Order and Decency, according as the Exigencies of the 
Church require. PR | 
Among the Lutherans, the learn d Gerard both acknow- 
ledges. the Authority of the Church for the Ordaining ſome 
an, © pou the External Part of Worſhip, and yields thar 
not only the Church, but even the Apoſtles themſelves, did in- 
ſtitute in the Church, ſome free, indifferent Rites, appertain- 
ing to Order and Decency, which in Specie, and in Particu- 
lar, are neither written, nor impos d by a perpetual Law, as 
neceſſary for the whole Church (Confeſ. Cathol.) And in ano- 
ther place, he ſhews, that they readily receive theſe Indie- 
rent things for Order and Decency, tho they only depend upon 
the Cuſtom of the Church, So that theſe Men of Scruple, who 


upon the Score of Circumſtantials in Worſhip, renounce 


Communion With the Church England, muſt do the fame 


with all Churches in the World; in that there is not any 


one Church in Chriſtendom, whoſe, Laws and Cuſtoms are not 


apparently Liable to the ſame, or greater Exceptions. 

Nay, what is more Notorzous than all this, theie*Perſons 
do not only condemn all Churches, both Antient and Mo- 
dern, but themſelves too. The Solemn League and Covenant 
was heretofore, by an Ordinance of Parliaint,appointed to 


bo 


— 


— — 


3 — 


SED 2 


K 
— 2 * - 


2 


- S - eg e 
= "SEGA. 2 Dee 
* — — : ern : 


3 


N Dre 
io wtyt — 
* 2 
— — - 


be ben with) wege pre een Epen t 1.) Ph aud 
#he Head Univog”9. | (2.) Srundigg. 3.) With the righe 


” * 


Howd If uf Bife,. Now this was 160k@ pon by them as 
2 — 425 Act of Dtoine Worſhip and Reli Niet les ares 
the Enring into a Solenin e with Almigl- 
ry God, as chey Phraz d ir. Now I wou d beg them to con- 
Fer, Whether every one of their 9 7 5 57 of the Scriptures 
Fiffciency in theſe matters, have any of the leaſt Force againſt 
the Ceremenzes of the Church, which they have not againſt this 1 
prelerib d Formalitj of their om in :4king the Covenant? 

What ever the Presbyrerians now adays talk of Chriſtian | 7 
Liberty, they were as much for Vnzformzzy then, as ever E 
we were. Among many Inſtances thar might be given, I | 
ſhall recommend ro you this one, taken out of a Book, Li- 


ö he an. 


censd by Mr. Fohn Downham, call'd an Allarm by way of | © 
Anſwer to the laſt warning Piece ( 15. 15.) No Man en- : 
« dued with right Reaſon, but will fay there is a Neceſſity 8 
*of a Government; if of a Government, hen of ar Unifor- : 
© mity, elſe it will be confus d. Therefore there is a neceſſi- : 
ry to ſuppreſs all Conventicles, and that all Men ihou'd : 
t obſerve ſuch Order, Time, Place, and publick Geſture, : 
as che Parliament (by advice of the AJembly) ſhall ap- þ 
* point. And no Man, that hath any uſe of Conſgience in f 


any thing, but will acknowledge he is bound in onſci- 
ence to obey the Laws of the Land in which he lives, in C 
ce all Indifferent things; or he is Turbulent, and deſerves ( 
* Cenſure, even for matters concerning Worſhip. He that l 
©harh the uſe of Conſcience will make Conſcience of the . 
s Duties of both Tables, as well as One. There is doubtleſs K 
A Conſcience towards God and towards man: This was K 
the Apoſtles Practice, and muſt be our Rule, 48s 24. ( 
16. I exerciſe my ſelf to have always a Conſcience void of 
r towards God and towards Man. Now ] hope they 
It 41 gtanr, that what was Senſe and Reaſon then, is the 
ſame ſtill. | - 


« ( 
| | 85 1 

And if we Took into ſome Uſages of our Diſſenters at 
1 

0 


this time, we ſhall find that they are not Agreeable to their 
Principle. They have no more Authority, nor can give 

more Reaſen for them, than we do for the things they con- 

demn. Where do they find, that the Baptix d Perſon is | 
Neceſſarily to be Sprink!'d > What Command have they for 
Sd | | Sitting E 
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Sitting at the Lords Supper, or ſo much as an Example > 


What can they ſhew for the Neceſſary uſe of conceiv'd Pray- 
er, and why that, and no other, ſhou'd be us d in the 
lick Worſhip of God > What Command haye they for. obler- 
ving the. Fifth of November for a Thanlegiving; and other 
occaſional Faſts and Feſtivals, any more, than tor obſerving 
the Thirtieth of Fanuary for a Faſt, the Feaſt of Chriſt's Na- 
tivity, and rhe other ſtated Faſts and Feaſts of the Church? 
But to trouble you with no more of theſe, ſee what Mr. 
Baxter ſays of the Errour of demanding Scripture- text, or 


Rule for Ceremonies and Circumſtances of God's Worſhip, in 


his Defence of the Principles of Love; © There: are Men 


it (fays he) otherwiſe very Honeft and truly Godly, who 


© think that the Scripture is intended by God, not only as 
* a General, but a Particular Law or Rule for all the very 
© Circumſtances of Worſhip : And thar the Second Com- 


* mandment, in particular condemns all that is the Inventi- 


© on of Men, in or about the Worſhip of God; and that 


* to deny this, is to deny the Perfection of Scripture 
© hope, the Number is but ſmall that are of this Opini- 


©on. We are oblig' d to take heed of Countenancing this 


© Errour For if it prevail, what abundance of hurt 
cc ill it do? And ſo he reckons up the evi Conlequences 
of ir, much rhe fame with thoſe I have already hinred at; 
Cenſuring, Scrupuloſity, &c. you have heard (I preſnme) of 
the diſturb d Fancy of that poor Scrupulous Man, who cut 
out of his Bible the contents of the Chapters, and fo ou d 
cut out the word of God it ſelf on the other fide of the Page, 
rather than ſuffer any Human mixture with the Pure Word of 
God. | 

IV. I am to anſwer an Objection againſt allowing the 
Church a Power to decree ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, as 
we have been pleading for. And that you may find, pag. 9. 
in theſe words; ws think the ſame Power that enjoyneth theſe 
things, might alſo enjoyn, if it thought fit, not only the Croſs, 
but the other Ceremonies that are uſed in Baptiſm by the 
Papiſts, ſuch as the Chriſm, the Spittle, the Salt, the Taper, 


&c. - She may decree a Hundred. 

This is look d upon as a fhrew'd Objection; and yer all 
that it amounts to is, that ſuch a Power may poſſibly be abus d. 
But ir is not well argued from the abuſe of 2 Power, to the 
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nullity of it. It has been always ſuppos d that a Parliament 

had a Power of granting Money upon the Subject: Bur if 
any ſhou'd refuſe ro give four Shillings to the Pound this 

year, becauſe the next they may give Eight; and the year 

after that Twelve; and ſo on; ſuch a fond ſurmiſe wou'd 

never be thought to have force enough to deprive them of 


* 


their undoubted Kigar, 
And I admire, why theſe Men will, at any time, ob- 


ſerve an Occaſional Faſt. For how do they know, but from 


once a year, it may come to once a Month, from once a 
Month to a weekly Faſt, and at length to every other Day in 
the Week . | 

Who knows not the great Moderation of the Church of 
England, in her Ceremonies ? Thoſe chat ſhe retains are, as 


St. Auſtin wou d have them, few in Number, eaſie in Pra- 


ice, and apt in Signification. She adorns her Religion 
with orderly Decency, avoiding the ſlovenly Nakedneſs of ſome, 
and the pcmpous Superftition, and empty Formality of others. 
**Twill be rime enough ro complain, when we feel the 
Diſtemper growing; when vain ſenſeleſs indecent Ceremo- 


nies, or abundance of any ſort, are like to be introduc'd a- 


mong us. Tis dangerous to tamper with Phyſick, when 
we find our ſelves in perfect Health. Every extravagant 
| Fealoufie of what may happen hereafter ought not to ſhake 
what is well Eſtabliſn'd a+ preſent. For if the contrary 
Principle ſhou d be allow'd, ie were impoſſible (ſays one) 
for any Church, or State in the world, ever to enjoy one Mi- 
nutes Repoſe. | 
But whoever reads the Opinion of our Church in'"this 
matter, as may be ſeen ar large in her Declaration of Cere- 
monies, why ſome are aboliſh'd, and fome retain'd, will have 
no reaſon to ſuſpect rhis increaſe of Number, as is there 
; ſuggeſted, For ſhe gives a particular Reaſon againſt this 
multiplying of Ceremonies ; becauſe the very Number of 


them, ſuppoſing them lawful, 7s 4 Burden : Of which St. 


Auſtin complain'd in his time, and others had much more 
cauſe fince ; and therefore many were taken away. And 
withal, it is there declar d, hat Chriſt's Goſpel is not to be 
a Ceremonial Law. Ceremonies, like the Ih, where they 
are ſuffer d ro grow too luxuriant, eat out the heart of that 
Religion, about which they wine. 


Beſides; 


hs 4% Wit py wt OY mad 


1s 


210. you may find he has done ir. 


LSE] EO 
Befides, there is not the ſame reaſon for introducing the 
things mention d by Mr. Prefacer, as for the Core 2 
uſe among us. Our Church propos d to retain none bur 
what were for Decency, Order, and Edification: And thoſe 
ſhe put away was, becauſe ſome ſhe judg'd Unlawful, o- 
thers of dark Signiſication, and moſt of them o fat ** 54 
that the abuſe cou d not well be taken away, the things yet _ 
maining, as is again expreſsd. And ſurely, ſhe will not 
contradi her Doctrine; which ſhe muſt do, if the takes in 
thoſe Ceremonies above mention'd. hs; 


There is no doubt, but we ſhou'd End theſe as the like 


| Reaſons given by the Famous Biſhop Andrews to the Poli- 


tick Cardinal, if the Gentleman wou'd be pleas d to tell 

where he had the Story of the diſpute he 3 1 —— 
them, pag. 9. Certainly that Learned Man was able to do 
ir. And in his Expoſition of the Decalogue, Pag. 209, 


In Ceremonies (ſays 
he) there are theſe Rules, or Cautions to be obſery'd, (WF 


hs That. they be not over many, and that thoſe which be en- 
joyn'd,be neceſſary according to the Time and Place wherein we 


live, according to the Apoſtles Example, who enjeyn d few thin 
to hoſe believing Gentiles, a * 


2. That the Ceremonies, enjoyn d, be for Edification, and 


not Deſtructive to that which the Subſtance builds, and ſets 
up. And this is the Apoſtle's Counſel, Let all things be done 
to Edifying, For a deſtroyer (according to this Rule) is 4 


Tree: And in this Reſpet it is, that the ſame Apoſtle 


prohibits Prayer in an unknown Tongue, 


3. That they be ſuch as conduce to Order ; to which all things 
muſt be ſquar'd according to Order (as the ſame Apoſtle,) eiſe 
there will be confuſion in the Church : And God is not the 
Author of confuſion. | 


4. That they be for Decency ; they muſt be ſuch as make for 
the Decent Service of God. And therefore it is,that the Apoſtle 
inveigh d againſt covering the Head and Face in Religious ex- 


erciſes, It was an uncomely, and undecent thing for Men to be 
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cover d, or Nomen uncover d in the Church. A little lower 


Phyſicians ſay, it is the way to breed Diſeaſes to min- 
gle the Shchowirh the Sound. Therefore that Form of outward 
worſbip is to*be kept, which hath no Repugnancy to God's 
Mord And near the end, he has this Kale, which con- 
cerns the Magiſtrate: They who are in Authority, muſt en- 
jeyn that which is True and Lawful, and aboliſh that which is 
Falſe and Dugedh. Moſes took the Calf, burnt it in the Fire, 
and ground it to Powder: And Hezekiah brake the brazen 
Serpent. Theſe things, apply 'd with the Biſhops Judgment, 
wou d have gone near to have puzled the Cardinal. wo 
Jus I have examin'd whatever the Prefacer has ſaid in 
behalt of Mr. E's Principle, and am ſorry that Men ſhou'd 
Sacrifice the Peace and Welfare of the Church to ſuch lir- 
tle ſhifts and lamentable Scruples. As to the caſe of mixt- 
Communion mention d, pag. 14. I find nothing particular- 
ly objected deſerving Con deration, which may not be 
anſwer d by what you'l meet with on that head in the pre- 
ceding Letter, pag. And I need not ſupport that, which 
ſtands firm and unſhaken. | 

I come now, in the Second place, to conſider how Mr. 
Prefacer can vindicate Mr. E's being duly qualify'd, either 
to Preach the Goſpel or Adminiſter the Sacraments. 

The Perſon, for whom I wrote, gives Mr. E. the Rea- 
{on of leaving the Meeting-Houſe, in theſe words, I was 
zerribly\afraid of the fin of Schiſm ; and knowing that you 
wanted E piſcopal Orders, I much doubted, whether yon were 
Regularly Commiſſion d either to Preach the Goſpel,” or Admi- 
miſter the Holy Sacraments, and therefore, &c. Pag. 

Jo give then as ſhort an Anſwer, as J can, to what the 

Prefacer offers upon this Head, I will, 
J. Shew the Antiquity of Epilcopacy. 5 

N. Anſwer two Objections bronghr from Scripture, 
III. Vindicare whit [ faid, of the Reform d Clergy a- 
broad. from the Prefacer's Objections. 5 
IV. That there is great Reaſon to doubt whether Mr. 
E. be Regularly commitſion d either to Pr each the Golpe!, 
or Adminiſter the Sacraments. 

I. Ther! I will ſhew the Antiquity of Epiſcopacy. As. 

94 9d is 2 God of Feace and Order, ſo he inſtituree all things 
. 
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the peaceable Goyernment thereof. By 
No in all well conſtituted Governments, the Power of 


in his Church, as was moſt agreeable to good Ocder, and 


making Laws, ending Controverſies, and giving udgment, 


is not in every particular Man, but in ſome Select Officers, 
who are 9 one above another. Thus in the Zewiſh 
Poliry, there were three diſtinct Orders of Men to Mini- 
ſter about Holy things, the Levites, the Prieſts, and the 
High- Prieſt whole Authority was Chief and above all. 
And ſurely, Reaſon does plainly require ſuch Subordi- 


narions among us Chriſtians. Where all Miniſters of a | 


Church have equa! and co-ordinate Power, tis ſcarce poſſible 
ro preſerve any durable concord, any decent Harmony in 
the Worſhip of God; to check odious Scandals, to pre- 
vent or repreſs baneful Fact ions, to guard our Religion from 
being oyver- ſpread with pernicious Hereſies, to keep the 
Church from being ſhatter d into numberleſs Secte, and 
thence from being crumbłd into nothing. 
And therefore our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, having 
firſt made choice of twelve Apoſtles, afterward appointed 
Seventy other Diſciples not equal to the Twelve, neither en- 
dued with ſo great Priviledges or Power. Hence we ſee 
that Matthias was, with great Selemnity, exalted from the 


o 


: other Order to the Apoſt leſpi p. 


. 


Theſe twelve Apoſtles, after the Aſcenſion of their Ma- 


ſer, had the chi ef Government of the Church, and as there 


was occaſion in every City, ſer up a Biſhop, to whom as 
the number of Converts increasd, was added afterwards a 
LE in number of Prieſts and Deacons, who under 
rhe 

4 City, and the neighbouring Villages de pending on it. And 
from the City the Biſhop lent out Presbyters (as there was 
occaſion) into the ſeveral remote parts of his Dioceſe” ro 
preach, adminiſter the Sacraments, and do other things per- 
848 the Prieſt y Office. In all the Churches of Aſia men- 
tion L 


. 


afterwards, as the number of Converrs increas d. 


You 


Hop, were to take care of rhe ſeveral Cures in ſuch 


16 y Antiquity there was in the Age of fgnatins, who 
liv'd in the Apoſtles time, a Biſhop, a Presbyter, or College 
of Presbyters under him, who were {ent forth to preach the 
Gofpel in the Country. For Parochial Churches were built 


a 0 
1293 - — _ — 1 * " * KIT $44 . = — * * * * « 4 ſt i 
7 * ESSE a Ia LR — 07 RFI 
rr — © * 8 45: — 


— r . tc 


= = 


. 

You ſee then that Biſhops are the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
of Divine, Apoſtolical Inſtitution, or in the words of Irene- 
us, The Apoſtles committed the care of the Church to them, 
and left them to ſucceed them in their Places. Their bufineſs 
was to conſtitute Churches, to make Laws for the Order- 
ing and Governing them, to ordain others, and to Super- 
inted over them, for the regulating and well-demeaning 
of them in their Places and Functions. 

This Power was deliver d by St. Paul to Timothy and Ti- 
tus, the former Biſhop of Epheſus, and the latter ci Crete. 
Thus Timothy was 1 to examine the Qualifications 
of ſuch as were to be ordain'd, and not to lay hands ſuddenly 
on any: to receive accuſations, if there were cauſe, even a- 

gainſt Elders; to proceed Fudicially before two or three Mit- 
neſſes: and if there were reaſon, to give them Publick Re- 
buke. And ſo, Titus alſo is requir'd to ſet in Order the 
things that are wanting, and to Ordain Elders in every City : 
to rebuke evil Doers ſharply, and ſtop the Mouths of ſuch as 
teach what they ought not, yea and to rebuke them with all Aus 
thority, nor ſuffering his Monitions to be lighted ; as you 
may ſee particularly in St. Paul's Epiſtles to them 
And Hon ſearch into the Records of the Primitive Church, 
you have the Biſhops nam d, who were Conſtituted by the 
Apoſtles themſelves over the then famous Churches of Feru- 
falem, Antioch, Rome, Alexandria, and many other Church- 
es, and the Succefſion of them down all along. St. Polycarp 
Biſhop of Smyrna was Diſciple ro St. ohn the Apoſtle ; and 
St. Ireneus, who was Diſciple to Sr. Polycarp, was conſti- 
tated Biſhop of Lyons in France. I mention this, becauſe ir 
3s ſo near us; for in all other Churches throughout the whole 
World, where-ever Chriſtianity was Planted, Epiſcopacy 
was every where Fſtabliſhd, Without one Exception. 

There can be no great doubt concerning the Succeeding 
times. All our Hiſteries, as far up as they give us any ac- 
count of Chriſtianity in this Iſland, tell us likewiſe of Bi- 
* ſhops. And ſo it was in other Churches from the 4 oftolick 
Age to the days of My. Calvin. No other Form of Govern- 
ment is mention d by any Authority for fifteen hundred years, 
downwards. | * | =” 
And this is a very ſtrong Argument, that it is of Apoſtolic 


| * inſtitution, For. it is nor otherwiſe conceivable, how it 


cou'd 


[7 


cou'd be brought into ſuch gexeral uſe throughout the whole 
Catholick Church in ſo ſhort a time. How is it likely, chat 
in rhoſe times of grievous Perſecution, men ſhou'd uſurp a 
Pre-eminence, which wou'd expoſe them to extreme hazard, 
Torture, and Ruin? That theſe great Maſters of ſelf-denial, 
Who gave their Lives for the Truth, wou'd tranſmit unto 
Poſterity a Government contrary to Truth? Or if we con'd 
ſuppoſe them ſo Fooliſh and Wicked too, tis hardly poſſible, 
that they ſhou'd have gain'd this new Point, without ſome 
conſiderable Com, and yer we never read of any. All 
the Orthodox Church, diſpers'd all the World over, ſome 
_ having no Correſpondence with the other, by reaſon of 

iſtance, ſome by Wars divided and made cruel Enemies, 
agreed in this Form of Government, And not only the Or- 
thodox, but the very Schiſmaticks, and Heretickhs (who ſepa- 
rated from and perſecuted the Orthodox Church)likewife re- 
tain d this Form of Government; as if all were of Neceſſity 
compelFd to acknowledge hi, having never known, heard, 
or dream'd of other. | 

II. But Mr. Prefacer objects two things, from Serip- 

ture, againſt this Superiority. | 

I. That we read of the Ordination of Timothy by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the Presvytery, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Bur if 
he will look into 2 Tim. 1. 6. He will find St. Paul ſpeak- 
ing theſe words; I put thee in remembrance, that thou ſtir up 
the Gift of God which is in thee, by the laying on of my Hands. 
Now theſe words may admit of a Reconcileation without 
juſtifying the Practice of Ordaining by Presbyzers only. For, 


(I.) Your Patron, Mr. Calbin leaves you here, and takes 


the word ITeesBuTteiov, Or Prerbytery, in this place, for No- 
men Officii, as importing no more than the Office, ro*which 
Timothy was fer apart by the impoſition of Hands. I do not 
underſtand (ſays he, in his Inſtitutions) as if Paul did ſpeak 
of the College of Presbyters, but by this word I underſtand the 
Order it ſelf ; as if he had ſaid ; © Take heed that the grace 
te which thou receiveſt by the Impeſition of hands, when I 
© made thee a Presbyter, be not in vain. 


(2.). The Antient Fathers ſay, the Presbyters here menti- 


on'd were _—_ only. And one of them rells us, thar the 
Apoſtle calls thoſe the Presbytery who receiv'd the gift of A 
poſtleſhip, as the Scripture calls the Honour d in Vrael, a Se- 

| a nas. 
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nate. They concluded, they muſt be Eccleſiaſtical Officers of 
the firſt rank, as looking on it, nor juſt or equal fer an In- 
feriour to Qrdain his Snper iar. Ee 
(.) Bur grant, they were mere Presbyters;yer it is paſt all 
doubt, that St. Paul's hands were among them. And we may 
reaſonably believe, that he was the Principal Perſon in the 
Aion, but had the Presbytery to be his Aſſiſtants, according 
to che Practice of the Church of England. ie 
2. Tis objected, That Presbyters in Scripture are call'd 
Biſbops, and therefore according to Scriprure language, Or- 
dination by Presbyters is Epiſcopal Ordination. A trivial E- 
quivocation this, and a clear non- conſequence. In the be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity, regard was not had to the Diſtincti- 
on of Names, tho the Authority and Power were eyer ꝗiſtinct. 
Biſhops were call'd Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Deacons and Prieſts. 
And the Prieſts were cali'd Prophets and Biſhops. But in 
ſome proceſs of time, even within one Century after Chriſt, 
the diftinckien of Office became commonly known by the 
Diſtinction of Name. Biſhop being appropriate to him, who 
had an Apoſtolical Preſidency of Ordination and Furiſdicti- 
on in the Church. | 28 
Now the reaſon why Presbyters were ſometimes call'd 
Biſhops, Overſeers, or Superintendents, was becaule zheſe did 
Overſee, or Superinted rhe Laien, as thoſe, who were Bi- 
| ſhops properly lo call'd, did the C/ergie, | 


But can any Man argue from hence a Parity of Office 
The name *Emiom!, or Biſhops (ſays Suidas) was given, by 
the Athenians, ro them that were {ent to over: ſee the Cities 

that were under their Juriſdiction. And Epiſcepus, among the 
Romans, to him who had the charge of lay ing up and felling 

Prov iſion: But were they rherefore Biſhops in the ſenſe we 
now conſider the Word 2 Becauſe CHriſt is calFd a Deacon, 
will you ſay, that he was no more? Or to come nearer home; 
As Biſhop ſigmiſies an Overſeer, ſo Presbyter an Antient or 
Elderman ; whence our Term of Alderman.Bur is this (as the 


3 Author of the Snake in the Graſs obſerves) a good Foundati- 


on to prove that the Apoſtles were Aldermen in the City ac- 


| "Epration of the word r; or that our Aldermen are all Biſhops 


and.dpoſtles2 And yer it is altogether as Ridiculous, from 


- 4 
. 


the Dunmunity of Name, ro prove the Identity of Office in 
Rifhopand Presbyter, - | 


III. I 
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III. I am now to vindicate what I ſaid of the Reform'd | 
Clergy abroad from the Prefacer's Objections. The | 
words are theſe; TI take your caſe and that of ſome of the Re- 
form'd Clergy abroad to be very Different. They wou'd have E- 
piſcopal Orders, if they cou d, and think it their Unhappineſs | 
that they have not. And God (no doubt) will make great Alow- 


ances for caſes of Neceſſity. But you are under no ſuch Neceſſi- 
ty, Sc. Pag. do 6 | 
Before I enter into Particulars, I think fit ro obſerve to 
— that ſome of the Reform d Churches abroad, have Biſhops, 
oth name and thing, as Denmark, Norway, Sweden, &c. And 
in moſt other Reform'd Churches, except France and Holland; 
they have a ſingle Perſon, by the name of Superintendent, ho 
exerciſes Epiſcopal Authority, | 
Bur that ſome of the, who have no B:/heps, think it their 
umhappineſs that they have not, and have declar d that the 
Neceſſity of the Times oblig'd them to take up with another 
Form of Church Government, I hope will be made appear 
from their own Fords and Writings. 

And here, had I no other Books before me, I cou'd find 
enough to my Purpoſe in Mr. Durells View of the Government, 
and Public Worſhip of God in the Reform d Churches beyond 
the Seas. As for the Churches of Hofland, let Bogermanus 
ſpeak, who was Preſident ar the Synod of Dort. When the 
Biſhop of Landaff had, in a Speech of his, rouch'd upon E- 
?iſcopal Government, and ſhew'd,thar rhe want thereof gave 
opportunity to thoſe Diviſions, which were then on foot in 
the Netherlands; the Prefident ſtood up, and in a good Allow- 
ance of what had been ſpoken, ſaid, Domine nos non ſumus 
adeo Felices, My Lord, we are not ſo Happy as to enjoy the 
benefit of having Biſhops (ſee Durel.) | | 

Thole of the late Reform'd Church of France, were ſo 
far from condemning our Church Government as Evil and 
Unlawful, that they rather wiſh'd They were in a Condi- 
Lion to enjoy the Benefit thereof, moſt of them nor ſticking 
to ſay plainly, Thar if all the Kingdom of France, ſhou'd em- 


brace the Reform'd Doctrine, They muſt of neceſſity haveBiſNops, E 


* 


and they wou d moſt freely ſubmit to them. (Ibid.) 1 
Peter Molin, in his Preface to his Fathers Anſwer to Pe- 


ronne, tells us, Thar ebe want of Biſhops in the French ch © © | 


FEY 
F + 


was the neceſſity of their Condition; that they defire the fin ot 
Government we have in EO if they might be ſo Hop. 


[58] | 
When they mov'd Cardinal Richlieu ro allow them Biſhops, 
he flatly deny d it them. They cou'd never get, of the Civil. 


| Power, a Toleration for Biſhops. And who ſees nor that the 


Popiſh Biſhops wou'd never have ſuffer d any Miniſter to 
rake their Titles, e. g. Thoſe of Paris, Roan, Lyons, Or- 
leans, Burdeaux, &c. | 55 
To give one Inſtance out of the Apology of the Proteſtants 
for the Confeſſion at Ausburg. It was not (ſay they) out of any 
Diſlike at Epiſcopal Government, but the Cruelty of the Popiſh 
Biſops, who did by all means hinder the Reformation of Religion, 
which did Diſſolve that Government and Canonical Polity, 
which we earneſtly deſire to preſerve. | 
Again, we have often teſtified, that we earneſtly deſire to 
retain the Antient, Eccleſiaſtical Polity, and Degrees in the 
Church. But the Biſhops (i. e. Popiſh) compel our Prieſts to 
renounce their Doctrine, ©c. Wherefore, in ſome places this 
Polity is deſtroy'd, which we heartily deſir d to keep. This 
we declare before God and the Wortd, that it ſhou'd not be im- 


us to us, that we have no Biſhops. Neceflity has no Law, 
ut is a Law to it ſelf. 


This was the Caſe of thoſe Proteſtants heretofore ; and tho 
ſome of them have Magiſtrates of their Own now, yet there 
may be ſealouſies, and Reaſons of State, which may render 
the Change of their Church Government not ſo eaſy as Mr. 
Prefacer apprehends it. Mutations are many times dangerous, 
(as my Lord Faulkland obſer ves) even where what is introduc d 
by that Mutation, is ſuch, as wou d have been very profitable 


p a primary Foundation. If it might be done, certainly 
their Fault is great in not doing it. | 

We judge on the moſt Charitable ſide, and are ſo far from 
Unchurching them, as the Prefacer terms it, that we think 
them a much ſounder Part of the © harch, than thoſe of the 
Romiſh Communion, tho they were not firſt ſo Regularly 
form'd as our ſelves, and continue ſtill in a more imperfect 
State. And therefore, as they joyn with us in the publick 
Worſhip, by the advice of their Pattors ; ſo our Gentlemen 
and Merchants, readily jan in their Communion when 
they travel abroad. | 

IV. The Fourth and laſt thing propos'd is to ſhew, That 
there is great reaſon to doubt of Mr. E's being Regularly 
Commiſſion d either to Preach the Goſpel,or to Adminiſter the 
Sacraments, And ſhou d I have ſaid that he is not Regularly 


Com- 


L399] 


Commiſſion d, I don't know that I ſhou'd have gone beyond 


the 23d Article of the Church of England, contain'd intheſe 
words, 'It is not Lawful for any man to take upon him the Of- 
fice of publick Preaching, or Miniſtring the Sacraments in the 
Congregation, before he be Lawfully call d and ſent to execute 
the ſame. And thoſe we ought to judge Lawfully call d and ſent, 
which be choſen and call 'd to this work, by Men, who have pub- 


lick Authority given unto them in the Congregation, to call and 


ſend Miniſters in the Lord's Vineyard. | 

Now, that which we believe to be Lawful Authority (as 
the Learn'd Biſhop of Sarum obſerves) is that Rule which the 
Body of the Paſtors, or Biſhops and Clergy of a Church ſhall 


_ ſettle, being met in a Body under the due Reſpect to the Powers 


that God ſhall ſet over them: Rules thus made, being in no- 
thing contrary to the word of God, and duly executed by the 


Particular Perſons, to whom that Care belongs, are certainly 
the lawful Authority. | 


Nothing is more clear, than that rhe Government of our 


Eugliſ Church is Epiſcopal, and that according to our (on- 


ſtitution, no Man can be Regularly commiſſion d either to 
preach the Goſpel, or adminiſter the Sacraments in the 
Church of England, without Epiſcopal Orders. Since we may 
have Choice ys a Doctor of cur Church) we admit none to 
officiate in the Church, but thoſe who are undoubtedly Miniſters 


rigbtly Ordain d, thereby to avoid any Scandal to others, and to 


prevent all Doubts and Scruples in many among our ſelves, who 
wou d be much troubled to live all their lives under ſuch a Mi- 
niſter, from whom they were not certain to receive the Sacra- 
ments duly adminiſter d, or true Miniſterial Benediction, 

I ſuppoſe, theſe Gentlemen I have to do with, will not 
think the Act of Toleration a ſuſfioient Commiſſion without 
ſome previous Ordination. And tho Ordination by Presbyters 
commiſſions a Man to execute the Miniſterial Offices in Hol- 


land or Geneva, yet it will not do fo here. Presbytery is their 


Eſtabliſh d Church Government, as Epiſcopacy is ours. And they 
were Neceſſitated to content themſelves with this, by the Con- 
juncture of Affairs, and Injury of the Times. And ſurely, 
they were much in the Right, when they choſe rather to do 
ſo, than run into all the Meaſures of Popery, without which 

it cou'd not be avoided. 
Bur the Caſe of our Gentlemen is very different; they 
make Presbytery their . oppoſe Epiſcopacy, alledg- 
58 2 ing 


ung it to be one Reaſon of their Separation. The Reform d 
Churches (ſays Dr. Sherlock.) Separated from Popiſh Biſho 


( ps, 
our Diſſenters from Epiſcopacy it. ſelf. And there is a vaſt Dif- 


ference between ſeparating from Epiſcopal Communion, 
where Epiſcopacy is the ſerled Government of rhe Church, 


and living without Epiſcopal Government where we can- 


not have it. What may be allow'd in caſes of Neceſſity, 
where Ordinary Means and Rules cannot be had, muſt nor 
be allow'd in other Circumſtances, where there is not the 
like Neceſſity. * : 

Theſe Foreign Ordinations are Irregular ; bur Tours, be- 
ſides the Irregularity, are Schiſmatical, and ſuch as were 
never allow'd in the Primitive Church; nor countenanc'd by 
thoſe Reform d Churches you appeal to. ; 

1. For the Primitive Church, Clouds of Mitneſſes might 


be produc d, but it no way ſuits with my deſign d Brevity. 


Enough has been ſaid from the Scriptures already: And Dr. 
Comber obſerves, that the Canons of the A poſtles are Expreſs, 
that two or three Biſhops are Neceſſary to the Conſecrating a 
Biſhop, and one to the Ordaining a Prieſt and Deacon, After- 


wards that Biſhops alone did Ordain, is ſo plain, that it needs 


no Proof. St. qerom, where he warmly attempts to equal 


Presbyters and Biſhops in many things, yet even there excepts . 


the Power of Ordination, as of right belonging tothe Biſhop. 
St. Chryſoſtom makes the {ame Exception as ro Ordination. 

They are known Examples which we have of Muſeus, 
and Eutychianus, rwo Grecian Presbyters, who having Or- 
dam d without the Biſhop, and themſelves not being Biſhops, 


their Ordination was declar d by the Council of Sardis (a- 


bout Eleven years after Cenſtantine the Great) to be Null: 


And thoſe, they had Ordain d, were reduc'd tothe State and 


Condition of Laicks, as ſuch who had diſſemdled and forg d 
their Orders. oy | 

As for what the Prefacer ſays from Mr. Se/dew out of Eu- 
tyehius, reter the Reader toDr. Hammond's 4th Vol pag. 792. 
And ro the brief account of Antient Church Government, p. 234. 
Where he will find, that Eutychins, being a late Writer of 
the Tenth Age, and in ſeveral things contradictiug the Un- 
doubred Teſtimony of the Antienter, no Credit can be given 
to him, ufficient ro eſtabliſh rhe Cauſe of Presbytery. 


2.1} you conſult the Reforin'd, abroad who have no Bi- 
ſhc1s, you find the Practice of our Diſſenters #0: ways coun- 
| +22 þ By | tenanc d 
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jeſty and the Biſhops. Monſieur Gaches, one of the Miniſters of 
Charenton in France, writes thus. I am of this Opinion that thi. 
Biſhops had very much exceeded the Authority which they had in 
the two firſt Ages, and were not ſo Religious as St. Cyprian, we 


wo d do nothing without his Presbyters; yet that Difference in 


| Jy _ ꝗ .. 
tenanc'd by them. Beza, in his Epiſtle to the \Engliſh Purim 
from Geneva, Anno 1567, ſays. I tremble to think that any. 
ſhoud perform their Miniſterial Duty againſt the Will of Het Mus! 
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Government ought not to cauſe a Diviſion in the, Church, And in 
another Letter to the {ſame Perſon : Mould to God (ſaid hey w 


| had no other 53 with the Biſhops of France, but their ; 


Dignity: ' How c earfully ſhould I ſubmit my ſelf to them, alibo- 


you know that your Toke is Heavy, far heavier than that of the Bi- 


ſhops of England, How comes it to paſs then, that thoſe of your Pres- 


byterians, who are Great, Underſtanding and wiſe Men, have ſuch ; 
an Averſion againſt Moderate Epiſcopacy 2 Durel's View.pag.125. | 
Pag. 127. You have theſe words from Monfienr/e Moyne, itt | 


a Letter to the ſame Doctor. Truly I believe not that it is poſſible 
to keep either Peace or Order in your Church without preſerving the 
Epiſcopal Dignity. And I confeſs that I conceive not 4 what Spirit 
they are led, who oppoſe that Government. and ery it down with ſuch 
Violence. For I deſire any Man, whoſoever he be, to ſhew me, if be 
can, another Order more ſuitable with Reaſon, yea, or better agree- 
ing with Holy Scripture. 150 2 ͤͥ ˙ʃevr 
In Monſieur le Angle's Letter ro the Biſhop of London, as you 
have it at the End of Biſhop Srilling fleet s Unregſonableneſi of 
Separation, you may find him as much on our fide. My Lord, 
I would to God that all the Miſtaken Chriſtians that are wg the 
World would receive God's Reformation: I would, with * my 
Heart, ſpend all the Blood I have to procure them ſo great a Good, 


Andi am ſure with what an exceeding Foy our Churches would en- 


ter into their Communion, it being pure in their Opinions for Do- 
Arine, they differ d no more from us, than by Surplices and in- 
nocent Ceremonies, and ſome diverſity of Orders in the Gevern- 
ment of the Church. 3 
Since the Church of England 7s a true Church ef our Lord; fince 
her Worſhip and Doctrines are pure, and have nothing in them 
contrary to the Mord of God; and ſince that when the Reformaticn 
was there receiv d, it was receiv d together with Epiſcopacy, and 


with the Eſtabliſhment of the Liturgy, and Ceremonies, which 


are there in uſe at this day; it is, without doubt, the Duty of all 
the: Reformed of your Realm, to keep themſelves inſeparably uni- 
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tell to the Church. And thoſe that do not do this, upon pretence | 


. 


char 


f 
| 


i 
's 


| leſs... tolerable than thoſe (of which the Diſpute is | 
| #o ſeem, even in the Eyes of thoſe that have the moſt Averſion for 
them. And this was ſo much the Opinion of our Great and Excellent 


what he tays © 
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| that they ſhould deſire more ſimplicity in their Ceremonies, and 
| leſs of inequality among the Miniſters, do certainly commit a very 


great Sin. For Schiſm is the moſt formidable evil that can befal 


| the Church: and for the avoiding of this, Chriſtian Charity ob- 


liges all good Men to bear with their Brethren in ſome * 


Calvin, that in his Treatiſe of the Neceſſity of the Reformation, 
he makes no Difficulty to ſay, that if there ſhould be any fo Un- 


| reaſonable, as to refuſe the Communion of a Church, that was pure 


in its Worſhip and Doctrine, and not to ſubmit himſelf with re- 


ſpedt᷑ to its Government, under Pretence thas it had retain d an 
| Epiſcopacy qualified as Yours is, there would be no Cenſure, nor 


rigour of Diſcipline, that ought to be exerciſed upon them. | 

You ſee then what Opinion the Reformzrs abroad, who have 
no Biſhops, have of our Church, and her Ordination. Thoſe 
of them, who come into England, and had only Ordination by 
Presbyters, upon their being preſented here to any Beneſice, do 
readily receive Epiſcopal Ordination. And I want an inſtance 
of any One Reform'd Church in the World, where Biſhops 
are Eſtabliſh'd, that Ordination by Presbyters, in oppoſition to 
them, is accounted as Valid. W | 

Our D;/ſenting Brethren therefore have no Reaſon to be an- 
gry with us, if we Queſtion their Title to the Miniſtry, or ſay 


to them as Optatus did to the Donatiſts; No are ye,and whence 


do ye come 2 They are under no ſuch Neceſſities as others, and 


are highly to be blam d in decrying that fort of Government, 


which has been tranſmitted down to us from the Apoſtles 
throughout all ſucceeding Ages; and was eſtabliſh'd in all Chri- 
ſtian Nations, that they may introduce another, which was 


unknown to Antiquity; and for above a Thouſand years after 


Chreſt, was nor recelved by any Church in the World. 
But Mr. Prefucer here objects theſe things, pag. 16, 17. 
1. That among the Papiſts, Men of an DÞrferzour. Order 
do make the Pope, &c. a 


2. That the Reformation was begun by Presbyters,\ &c, 


e That fhe Ancient V:udsis or Valdenſes had no other 
Miniſters for near.500 years paſt, but ſuch as were Ordain- 
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ed by Presoyters without Biſhops, 


But che truth on t is, I can't fee that che t firſt of.. theſe are 
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anſwer d by the Accounts given of the Neceſſity, other Refor- 
mers were in, to content themſelves with Orders from the Pre 
bytery only. For a great many years they have paſt in the Ac- 
counts of the late Reformed Church of France, enjoy'd the ſame 
Priveledges, &c. And if you. would hear any thing more from 
that Quarter, Ile give you another Inſtance out of a Letter 
from Mr. Du Boſe, Preacher of rhe Reformed: Church of Caen, 
to De Brevint, Anno 1660. enough to pur a ſtop to their ma- 
king any farther Appeals to the Proteſtants abroad. 0 
T think not (ſaies he) that anyof my Brethren will Contradict me, 
if T ſay,that well order d Epiſcopacy hath moſt Important and moſt 

Conſiderable Utilities, which cannot be found in the Presbyterian 

Diſcipline. If we have followed the laſt in our Churches, it is not 
For any averſion that we have againſt the former: It is not be- 

cauſe we hold Epiſcopacy to be contrary to the Nature of the Goſpel, _ 

or becauſe we think it leſs convenient for the good of the Church, 
or leſs worthy of the Condition of the true Flocks of the Lord, but 
it is becauſe Neceſſity hat!) obliged us to it; becauſe Reformation 
having been begun in this Kingdom by the People, and by Inferior 
+ 4 Pls Binge "a: off Biſhops remain filled with men of contra- 
1 ry Religion, ſo that we were conſtrain'd to content our ſelves with 
Miniſters and Elders as well as we could, for fear of ſetting Bi- 
ſhop againſt Biſhop in the ſame Town, which wouid have cauſed 
furious Troubles and implacable Wars, and put a great ſtop to the 
Progreſs of the Goſpel. Durel's View. p. 122. j 
To draw then towards a Concluſion, whoſoever ſets up Altar 
againſt Altar in the Church, and withdraws his Obedience 
from the /awfu! Commands of his Superzors ; or uſurping a 
Miniſterial Office, to which he is nor duly call'd,doth wilfully, 
and without any Neceſſity, break the Laws of Apoſtolical Suc- 
ceſſion;ſuch a one walks diſorderly and works Confuſion, which 
| is not to be a Follower of God, and Chriſt. Iwill nor ſay that 
God hath tied the Effcacy of the Sacraments, and of his Grace, 
and conſequently the Salvation of Men, to the Panctilio s of 
Ordination; ſo that all thoſe that ſeparate from us muſt be 
loſt, undone, and periſh for ever. Our Church is far from ſuch 
ſevere Doctrines. There are, no doubt, good and well-meaning 
Perſons among them, and God will make grear Allowances 
for Human Weakneſs, and the Prejudices of Education. 

But certainly this may be ſaid, and ought to be confidered, 
that the Uſurpers of an Ofjice,and Invaders of well Eftabliſh'd 
Order and Diſcipline, have no fuch Reafor ro expect a Bleſſing 
from the God of Peace and Order, as thoſe who are regularly 
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And therefore as it concerns all Perſons who wouPJ-b#" fox 


cure of being within the Pale of a right Conſtituted Goſpel- 


Church, not to ſeparate themſelves from the Eſtabliſhi d Com- 


munion, Which has all the Marks of ſuch a Church: So if Mr. 
E. cannot conform as a Clergy- Man, he ſhould rather do it as 
a. Laick, than lead People our of the right way, and make a 


rupture in the Myſtical Body of Chriſt. 5 
Lay Communion was heretofore look d on to be Jam: 


Aud Idlare ſay, if moſt of the Preachers, at this day Day in the 


ſeparate Meetings, were ſoberly ask d their Judgments, whe- 
ther it were lamful for the People to joyn with us in the Pub- 
lick Affemblies, they would not deny it: And if it be lawful 
it muſt be 2 Sin; nay, I will venture to ſay (becauſe tis grea- 
ble to Mr. Englands own arguing) they muſt be guilty of 
Schiſm if they do nor, Eels . 
This is what Mr. E. ſhould inſtruct the People that follow 
him in, who I am affraid, rhro' his means, generally think o- 
therwiſe. Mr. Baxter will tell him, that every tender Conſci- 
ence ſhould be as tender of Church Diviſions and real Schiſm, as 
of Drunkenneſs, Mhoredom, or ſuch other enormous Sing. And 
indeed they may be no leſs hurtful in their Conſequences. As 
I have now in the Fear of God, and Integrity of my Heart, done 
whar I could to prevent the former; ſo ] will uſe my utmoſt 
Endeavour to put a top to the Prophaneneſs and Imorality Mr. 
E. complains of, and which reigns too too much among us. 
I hope that the Voice of God in the late mighty Vinds, will 
put us all upon thoughts of Peace, and upon wiſely conſide- 
ring the things which belong to our Preſent and Eternal Wel- 
fare: And that when his Fudgments are ſo viſibly in the Earth, 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn Rightconſneſs, 
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